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To the „ King's Moſt Excellnt Majeſty n ca. 

- the Moſt and Right Reverend, the Moſt and 
Very Noble, the Right Honourable and Honqur- 
able, the Lords and Commons in Parliament, 
and the Nation of Great Britain at large; 
| The following Caſe of His Majeſty's Subjects, 
having Property in, and lately eſtabliſhed. 


upon, the Me oſqtito Shore, in 
moſt hy 


Hiſtorical Sketch of the M olquito Shore 5. its Independency on the 
Crown of Spain ;. its Submiſſion to the Sovereignty of Great Britain; 
and the Government of His Majeſty's Subjects, ſettled there, placed 

„under the immediate Directian and Contral of the. Governor of / 
Jamaica, as authoriſed and inflrufted by the Court of London,— 
Allegations oppoſing theſe Facts, contained in a Publication of the- 
Morning Chronicle of the 27th of March,, 1787.—Theſe Alle- 

gations anſwered ; and the Freedom of the Indians, bis Majeſty's 
Sovereignty, and the legal Eftabli i/bment of, the Britiſh. Settlements | 
in that Country, vindicated and proved. | 


- — 


RE VI Os to the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, his 
Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled, upon the Moſquito Shore were re- 
gulated in their police by a Board of Juſtices, appointed from time 

= B. | to 


6 


11 
SE C T. to time by the Governor of Jamaica: but during the couf ls of the 


"wat, 1740, Colonel Edward Trelawney, then Governor of Jamaica, 
appointed Mr. Robert Hodgſon, a man of enterpriſe and patro- 
nized by the Governor, to viſit the Indians of the Moſquito Shore, 
and diſcover what aſſiſtance they could give in carrying on an expe- 
dition which Sir Charles Wager had then in view againſt the province 
of Guatimala. This ſervice he performed with reputation, brought 
back the moſt favourable accounts of the Ingians and their country, 
and engaged to embody a ſufficient number of them, in ſupport of 
the expedition. But the miſunderſtanding and ill- humour which 
had early taken place between the Commanders in Chief of the 
navy and army, as it had rendered the attack of Carthagena and 
Porto Bello nugatory, ſo did it, in this ſecond inſtance, render the 
propoſed expedition abortive. This viſit, however, and the favour- 
able report Mr. Hodgſon made of the fidelity and attachment of 
the Indians t the Crown and Government of Great Britain, made 
ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon the Governor of Jamaica, and the 
military gentlemen there at that time, and, by their means, fo 
clearly informed Government at home of the importance of this 
country and people, that, ſoon after the concluſion of the peace 
in 1748, Mr. Robert Hodgſon, by the recommendation of his 
patron Governor Trelawney ; who had previouſly obtained for him 
a Captain's commiſſion in the 49th regiment, was appointed to 
reſide there, under the denomination and character of Superin- 
tendent. For this purpoſe, the Duke of Bedford, then his Ma- 
jeſty's Principal Secretary of State for the home department, tranſ- 
mitted the following letter to i an ved Edward Trelawney of 
Jamaica, viz. 
„ Sir, I have the ſatisfaction of being able to acquaint you, that 
«« his Majeſty has reſolved to ſend Captain Hodgſon to the Moſquito 
„ Shore, in order to gn and ſuperintend * ſettlement there; 
4% and 


* 833 
and likewiſe to cultivate ſuch an union and friendſhip with the 8 
Indians in thoſe parts, as may induce them to prefer his Ma- 

* jeſty's alliance and protection, to that of any other power ve. © 
% ever ; which muſt, at all events, be of advantage to this nation, 
* bat Ape in caſe of oy Teedes ruptore with the Crown of 
Spain.“ | 'Y {7% 4480 0 

This appointment made no alteration whatever i in che civil police 
of the ſettlement, which continued invariably to be regulated and 
conducted by the Bench of Juſtices of the Peace Who, h e 
from the beginning, judges of property, as well as of civil and 
criminal offences, in the firſt inſtance, The funAionsiof the Su- 
perintendent were conſidered to be entirely and ſolely miniſterial 
and political; and, in this view, he thus gaining and “ cultivating. 
« the affection, union, and friendſhip of the Indians, ſo as to 
prefer his Majeſty's. alliance and protection to that of any other 
« power whatever,” the intereſt and' proſperity of the ſettlement 
was in the beſt manner ſuperintended and promoted. Captain 
Hodgſon underſtood his appointment in this ſenſe, and invariably 
ated up to it. For this purpoſe, and under the authority of the 
Governor of Jamaica, he had a detachment of one hundred men. 
from the 49th regiment, removed from Jamaica to Black River, 
the principal ſettlement of his Majeſty's ſubjects on the Moſquito 
Shore ; where a fort was erected, for the mutual ſervice and ſecurity 
of the ſettlement and the Indians. 

On the death of Captain Hodgſon, in the year 1758, Henry 
Moore, Efquire, being then Lieutenant-Governor and Commander 
in Chief of Jamaica, commiſſioned Engineer Richard Jones to 
ſucceed him as Superintendent; who kept to the ſame line of 


duty as his predeceſſor, in cultivating the affection, friendſhip, and 
kdelity of the Indians, 


B 2. | | | Rarly, 
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(4) 
SECT. _ Early in the year 1462, Governor Littleton arrived at — 
eee and ſuperſeded Engineer Jones, by the appointment of Captain 
Iuoſeph Otway to be Superintendent on the Moſquito Shore. This 


-gentleman invariably purſued the ſame tract of duty, in attending 


to his miniſterial and political functions of keeping the Indians 
affectionately attached to the intereſts of Great Britain, without 
Concerning himſelf, in any ſhape, with the civil police of the 
Shore. But in his time the following very trying incident fell 
out, which ever afterwards deeply affected the tranquillity and 
ſecurity of the Britiſh ſettlements on the Moſquito Shore, although 
he acquitted himſelf upon the occaſion with great propriety and 
judgment. 1 | 
At and previous to the treaty of peace with Spain, in 1763, the 
Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Yucatan, in the Bay of Honduras, 
as held and maintained as a Britiſh ſettlement, upon the right of 
firſt and permanent occupancy; forts, or blockhouſes, were erected 
wherever thought neceſſary; and the whole extent of the ſettle- 
ment was .claimed and defended as appertaining to the Crown and 
Kingdom of Great Britain. At this ſame period, victory and con- 
queſt had attended his Majeſty's arms ſo far beyond what had hap- 
pened in any ſormer war, that force or compulſion to give up any 
kind of right, could not be pretended. Yet ſo it fell out, and ſo it 
was agreed, by the 17th article of that treaty, that his Majeſty gave 
up his claim of ſovereignty and right to that country, by under- 
taking“ to demoliſh all the fortifications which his ſubjects had 
<* erected in the Bay of Honduras, and other places of the territory 
„of Spain in that part of the world; and to truſt ſolely to his 
44 Catholick Majeſty's honour, that his ſaid ſubjects ſhould not be 
* diſturbed or moleſted, under any pretence whatſoever, in the ſaid 
+ places, in their occupation of cutting, loading, and carrying away 
<«.Jogwood.” This of itſelf was a very great and important ſacrifice 


of 


(Cs) 


of the fntereſts of this kingdom, to pleaſe, and gratify the Sovereign, 8 E CT. 
I. 


of Spain. But ſuppoſing the then Miniſter or Secretary of the 
home department to have had a true idea of the ſituation of places, 


or of the ſeparate and independent condition of the Moſquito Shore, 
or even of the naturally literal neceſſary and indiſpenſable conſtruc- 
tion and ſpirit of this article, he fell into an error after wards, which 


is humbly conceived to be altogether unaccountable and inexpli- 


cable: for he not only ordered the forts on Vucatan to be demo- 
liſhed, but he ordered the fort at Black River, on the Moſquito, 
Shore, to be diſmantled, and the cannon and garriſon to be with» 
drawn to Jamaica, Now, the, neareſt part of the Moſquito Shore 


is upwards of two hundred and forty miles of coaſt diſtant from, 
Yucatan, and from thence. extends more than double that diſtance 
toward the Eaſt and South-Eaſt : it forms a country altogether in- 


dependent of the Spaniſh territory, or its dominion, ſovereignty, 
and laws; and from whence his Majeſty's ſubjects never cut or 
ſhipped a ſingle foot of logwood, as that commodity is not hi- 
therto an object of its produce; yet to theſe circumſtances, vix. 
to the Bay of Honduras, and other places of the territory of Spain, 
from whence logwood was then cut, ſhipped, and carried rz. this 
article was ſolely and wholly confined. | 


The Preſident of Guatimala inſtantly, perceived the {Al 


miſtake ; and to make the beſt advantage of it, and obtain to his 
Sovereign, by a friendly meſſage, poſſeſſion, of ſo invaluable a coun- 


try, as for its extent and natural richneſs might form a king». 


dom, and which all the efforts of Spain had been unable to reduce, 


he diſpatched an Embaſſy to Black River, demanding for the 


Crown of Spain, the immediate and actual poſſeſſion of the Moſ- 
quito Shore. - Captain Otway, whoſe judgment of the geographical, 
as well as political ſituation of the country, was not to be impoſed 
upon, made anſwer, that he had no orders to make a ſurrender of 

the 


(6) 


5 E © T/ the territories demanded," nor was it is hig power t0 make Tuch a 


299 


forrender, the Moſquito Indians being maſters of their own coun- 
try, and he, as Superintendent, the protector of the intereſts of 
his Britannick Majeſty's ſubjects fertled there. Here the Moſquito 
Indians adjuſted” the controverfy + for on their firſt perceiving the 
arrivat of the Spaniards, their jealouſy and hatred took the alarm; 
and having aſſembled together, they would have inflantly deſtroyed 
them, had not the celebrated William Pitt, of the Moſquito Shore, 
interpoſed, and added his weight and influence over the Indians to 


that of the Superintendent, for obtaining the Spaniards leave to 


ye-embark next day, as foon as the winds and waves would permit 
them. The members of the Spaniſh Embaſſy who witneffed this. 
ſcene, were perfectly ſenfible of the impratticability of this. fineſſe, 
and thooght r e in ſaving their lives and recovering 
their liberty. 

Such was the immediate conſequence of the miſtake and miſcon= 
ception of the Britiſh Miniſtry on concluding the peace of Paris, in 


1763, and ſuch the deliverznee and preſervation of the Moſquito. 


Shore, at that period. But further and more laſting evits attended: 
it: for from this time the Spaniſh Government and Governors in 
that part of America never deſiſted, by private applications and open. 
force, to ſeduce the fidelity of the Mofquito- Indians, and extermi- 
nate his Majeſty's ſubjects from the Moſquito Shore. And al- 


though his Majeſty's Government ſaw the error lately committed, 


and approved of Captain Otway's conduct, and continued to pro- 
tect the ſettlement ; yet was it done in fo timid and equivocal a. 
manner, as only ſerved to encourage the Spaniards. in their fature 


attempts. to ſubvert theſe ſettlements, and thereby gain poſſeſſion of 
the country, —Theſe matters wall be more fully laid. open in 


their proper place. 


Captain 


4 


> 


7 7 ) | 3 
25 -Ciptain Otway died carly in the year 1967; und macht, * r. 
Eſquire, the ſon of Captain Hodgſon, the firſt Superintendent, W _ wt 
appointed, by Lord Hilſborough, his Majeſty's Principal Secretary 
of State, to ſucceed him; 48 appears by his Lordſhip's miniſterial 
letter, addrefled pa * nn * the * of of avhrd /- 1968, 
in theſe words: 25 

«« Sir, the King in judged it et for his ſervice; and 
the national intereſt, to continue the eſtabliſhment of Saperin- 
*« tendent of the ſettlement of the Moſquito Shore; his Majeſty Hi 
been graciouſly pleaſed, upon the death of Captaln Ot way, to dl. 
« rect, that you ſhould be entruſted with that ſervice: yen WII 
« therefore fit yourſelf with all convenient ſpeed, and forthwith 
« repair to the ſaid Shore, and apply yourſelf, with all zeal and 
« diligence, to eſtabliſh good order among the inhabitants, to pro- 
© mote the proſperity of the ſettlement, to improve commercial ad- 
« yantages that may be derived from it, and to cultivate a ſtrict 
union and friendſhip with the Indians in theſe parts, &c. 

From and previous to the time of Mr. Hodgſon the father, in 
1749, to the time of Mr. Hodgſon the ſon, in 1968, every thing 
relative to magiſtracy and civil government on the Shore, had been 
regularly conducted under the control and direction of the Go- 
yernor of Jamaica; but this laſt gentleman, upon the ſole authority 
and ſtrength of this miniſterial letter, aſſumed, upon his arrival on 
the Shore, the rank, power, and authority, of being the Legiſlator, 
Governor, Juſtice of Peace, and Chief Magiftrate of the Moſquito 
Shore, independently of his Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica. In 
this character, he ſo offended, injured, and oppreſſed his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, as to induce them to complain of him in their memorial 
and ſtate of facts to the Right Honourable the Earl of Dartmouth, 
| his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State for America, on the rith 

of n 1773 ; at which time they exhibited fifteen articles 


of 


8) 


8 err. of charge agaioſt' him, accompanied with the reſpective nner 
* , correſponding; to each of them. In June, 1775, Mr. Hodgſonts 


reply, or defence; attived at Lord Dartmouth's office; and on the 
ad of Auguſt following. Lord Dartmouth diſpatched his letter 
of recal to Mr. Hodgſon-5 and, at the fame time, gave directions to 
Sir Baſil Keith, then Governor of Jamaica, to ane the _ of 
the colony, ain} * IN 

Agtresably to dhe Are ctions, Sir Baſil Keith eee John 
Ferguſon, Eſquire, to act, for the time being, as his Majeſty's Su- 
perintendent on the Moſquito Shore, and gave him the mier. | 
inſtructions for a a new b wege of 185 88 
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1 « INSTRUCTIONS A Yobn Ferguſon, FOR) appointed by me to. 
1 « fuperintend the . of rhe Moſquito Shore, during tbe Abſance- 


„ Captain Haug u, or until bis Majefly's further Pleaſure be 
noten, agreeable» ro the King's Commands, fignified to me by the 
% Right Honourable rbe Earl of Dartmouth, one of his Majeſty's. 
« Principal IEEE _ in bis. Leu 6 _ 24 of _ 
[4 1778. 1 ö | 


* 


„e. m dee 8 of We sdhc . given toy yo? as the King” 6 

Superintendent on the. Moſquito Shore, which is ſubject only to 
« the control of the Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica, 
« you are to proceed, by the firſt opportunity, to that ſettlement;;. 
% and, upon your arrival there, you are to deliver the Earl of Dart - 
«. mouth's- letter to Captain Hodgſon z by which his Majeſty orders 
him immediately to ret urn to England; you will then take upon 


*-YOU 4 


(9 ) 


* you the charge of Superintendent, and forthwith iflue and publiſh 8 E C T. 
«« the proclamation. herewith given you, which is drawn in the 1 
« rerms direQed by the Earl of Dartmouth's e 00.996. e b 
ad of Auguſt, 1778. 7 

* 2, Tou are to Joſs 00 time in ifuing.s urig far-the 1 of 
twelve members, to compoſe a Council, at Black River, on the 
« Moſquito Shore: and in order that the ſaid election may be 
* ſimilar to thoſe in this iſland, you are furniſhed with writs out 
* of the court of Chancery, properly atteſted by me, and directed 
« 40 the perſon appointed to execute the ſame; who has powers 
«6 granted to him, for the expreſs purpoſe. of making the election : 


% more regular. 

« 2, You are to take care, that the lotion be carried o on by the 
66 poll, and the return made by indenture between the above- men- 
« tioned officers. and the eleQors, in the ſame manner as writs of 
i election for members to ſerve in the Aſſembly of this iſland. 

« 4, When the return is made to you, you are to adminiſter to 
% each member returned, the ſeveral oaths directed to be taken by 
« Act of Parliament. 

« 5, You are to be Preſident of 4 „ 1 are a to have a 
* caſting voice, in caſe of an equal diviſion of opinion in the Council, 

either to make regulations or determine appeals. 

« 6, * You are impowered to ſuſpend the Council, ſending your 
<* reaſons for ſo doing to the Governor or Commander in Chief of 

Jamaica; who, if he approves of ſuch reaſons, may order you to 
« diflolve the ſaid Council, and iſſue a new writ for electing an- 
«« other. And in caſe he diſapproves of the reaſons fo tranſmitted 
«« by you, he may order you to take off ſuch ſuſpenſion ; but you 
« are not in any wiſe impoyered to ſuſpend one or any member of 
« the Council, leſs than the Whole. 

7. You are to take care, that no indented ſervant, lodian, 
TH * or any one of mixed blood, mall fit in the 
| C- Council, 


c b 
2 


( 18 1 


— or hate any vote for Aecling the members 1 
Ichettin ; nor wal held of enen ay comamiſzen Whatioorer; 
either civñ or military. or be juroro; and that every) member 
of the faid r * be a ante or an n 
mus of propetty.” 1004. ni om on Sol 01 516 uot 
8. You are to berelr el us-hegp than leren members be- 
ſides the Pregdent. hall m: a Board "_E wu 0 
„ hufineſt. 

„9. This Council thatt "or _ to deb Ce for 
„the internal police of the ſettlement. such tegulations to be 
in force till rejected by the Governor or Commander in Chief 
*« of Jamaica, 

„ 10, This Council hall be a Court of Appeal Nom the Interior 
Courts; but their determination not to be final, but age to 
an appeal to the Governor and Councit of Jamaica. A110 

«jt, None of the membert of che Council ſhall be Judges of 
i the Court of Common Pleas, but may be Juſtices of the Peace 
throughout the whole ſettlement. 

* 12, After the Council is ſettled and eſtabliſhed in manner 
« aforeſaid, you are to fill up the blanks left in the grand Commiſ- 
« fin of the Peace, wich the names of ſach perſons as 'you' ſhall 
+ think qualified for that office, "appointing ane of the Conneil 
to be Cuſtos. But in cafe that the election of ſuch a Council 
« ſhall not take place within three months after your arrival, you 
« are to proceed to fill up the "Commiſſion of the Peace, and the 
„ Commiſſion for holding a Court of Common Pleas. And if 
« at any time thereafter the election of a Council, as above di- 
4 regd, ſhall take place, any one or more of the Juftices of the 
Court of Common Pleas being returned member or members 
* to, ſerve therein, he or they ſo returned, ſhall immediately be 
diſabled from acting as Judge or Jadges of the faid Court; 5 and 


70 others ſhall be nominated by you in their room. 
hs 2 « 13, You 


2 1¹ 1 . 7Þ | 

g, You ate to fill. up the blanks:in the.commiſlion, for.holding SEO 
4 Court of Common Pleas, wich the names of ſuch perſons. as , as 
<< you; ſhall, think bet qualificd to Ht 2s. Judges. in that Court; .ob- + 
& ming; not to nominate ny of che Council for that office, 

14. The Couaeil ſhall, meet twice in, enen year, or oftener, ic 
% you (hall think in veceſſary, at ſuch ſeaſons a8 vu 2941 Ah. 
« Council ſhall think moſt convenient. ts 
. * 15. The members gf the Coungil. hall: continue in affixo-for 
* three: years only, or until his Majeſty's! pleaſure 1thall be known s 
« and if this plan ſheuld he (approveds then, 4 be, aan of three 
05 n a new writ of election muſt iſſue, WA N 

16. In, caſe of the death or abſence of ater: one or more of the 
66 iur. of the Council, then a new writ is to NOW to elect 
£6 another in his or their rom. Unt tl 16 500 Atittog 11 
4 19. You are, ſor the purpoſe of preſervinig peace and gell 
4% order in the ſettlement, authoriſed to grant - commiſſioris to of- 

« ficers of the militia, to confirm or diſallow ſentences and adjudi- 
e citions of Courts Martial; for tlie holding of which 2 are alſo 
<< impowered to grant warranta, as orf fhall require. 

« 18. You are impowered to ſuſpend ahy Magiſtrate 005 
* until the pleaſure of the Governor or Chnimander in Chief of 
% Jamaica ſhall be known; but if there ſhould be occaſion for 
« fach ſuſpenſion, you #re to give your reaſons, in writing, to 
«© the party or parties ſuſpended, and tranſmit a copy 3 0 
„ the Governor or Commander in Chief of Jamaica, / 

19. If you ſhall ſee cauſe: to ſuſpend. any Magiſtrate: 0 or Ne- 
„ piftrates, being members of the Council; it ſhall only be from 
« the function of Magiſtrate 3 ſor ou have not the en. £0 
* fſuſpend any one from acting as 2 member of the Cone 
20. You are reſtraidied from ſuſpending any more than * 
0 ann at one ticke ; nor ate you to proceed; to ſuſpend any 
120 C 2 „others, 


623 


rer. ue nutte the fornier ſuſpenß on be confirmed or reſolied by 
| "Skin * the Governor of Jamaica. 


-4 24, In all appointments, civil and cailitary; you will ſtrictly 
d obſerve, as far ar may be convenient for his Majeſty's ſervice and 


4 the good of the ſettlement; that the magiſtracy is formed agree- 
« ably to' ſeniority; ie ey-thy n is 'ettled in conformity to 

« rank. 
_ 46 Giver under e eee by and with the advice 
of his Majeſty's Council; at St. Jago de la Vega, the twenty - nintl 
«day of December, in the ſixteenth year of his Majeſty's reign, 
66 ' Anno Domini one deu ſeven hundred and ſeventy- five. 


(Signed) «BASIL KEITH,” 


In n en of theſe infiruttions; Mr. Ferguſon proceeded to 
Black River, on the Moſquito Shore, where he arrived about the 
8th' of January, 1776, and carried the whole Tony to the 
1 the ſettlement. 

Whilſt this reſorm was taking * in the adden Lord 
Dertwoutb/lwghe month of October, 1775, ordered a copy of Mr. 
Hodgſon's reply, or defence, to be given to the Colony-Agent ; 
and on the goth of January, 1776, the colony's anſwer to Mr. 
Hodgſon's reply, or defence, hen ; preſented to Lord George 
Germain, then Secretary of State for America, was accompanied 
with a colony memorial, ſtating the full merits of the caſe, and 
thereupon requeſting the difmiflion of Mr. Hodgſon ;. and that the 
colony might be furniſhed with ſuch ſyſtem of police and go- 
vernment as might be productive of their future n 
happineſs, and adequate to their peculiar ſituation. 

Mr. Hodgſon having neglected to obey Lord Dartmouth's letter 
of recall, tranſmitted to him in Auguſt, 1775, and the whole 
an lain before the * ſince the 


zotk 


613 
goth of January, 1776; in the month of May enſuing he was er. 
diſmiſſed from the office and employment of Superintendent, and — 
the following appointment made out on the 17th of that month, 


dy Lord George Germain, as his Majeſty's Secretary of State, for 


1 to ſucceed him in the ame dates and changer: 
vix. 


66 8 I R. Whithall, wk of May, m__ 


„The King having judged it expedient for his ſervice and 
the national intereſt to continue the eſtabliſhment of a Superin- 


« tendent of the ſettlements on the. Moſquito Shore, his Majeſty 
has been graciouſly pleaſed to direct that you ſhould be entruſted 
« with that ſervice, in the room of Captain Hodgſon. You will 
efore fit yourſelf, with all convenient ſpeed, and forthwith 
repair to the ſaid Shore, and apply yourſelf, with all zeal and 
_ «« diligence, to eſtabliſh good order among the inhabitants, to pro- 
« mote the proſperity of the ſettlement, to improve the commercial 
« advantages which may be derived from it, and to cultivate a ſtrict 
union and friendſhip with the Indians in. thoſe parts. But in 
«« exerting, your endeavours for thoſe good purpoſes, his Majeſty's 
intentions are, that you ſhould make it the conſtant object of 
« your care, not only to obſerye the engagements of the late defini. 
« tive treaty, but to prevent any attempt which might tend to diſturb- 
the public peace, whether it ſhould ariſe, on the one hand, from 
any irregular conduct of his Majeſty's ſubjects, or, on the other, 
« from. the enmity ſaid to. be entertained by the Maſgpito- Indians: 
to the Spaniards. 
Jam further to acquaint you. with his Majeſty's eh that | 
you ſhould forthwith tranſmit to me, through the hands of the 
Governor of Jamaica, an. accurate account of the ſettlement en- 
«<- truſted to your care; ſpecifying its extent, the number. of its in- 
« habitants, the nature and amount of its preſent trade, and hat: 
further commercial advantages it is capable of affording. 76s 
| | % Low 
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3 f '* Youre bifo, in like manner, tb tranſidit to me; ſrom dime to 


{ us ). 


a time, every particular of uſeful information which may relate to 
„the internal Rate of the ſettlement z and as it is of great import · 
« ance that his Majeſty ſtiould be exactly and punctually informed 
„of every tranſaction which may occur with any power acting 
under the authority of any foreign Prince or State, you will 
«+ be particularly careful to tranſmit to me, through the hands of 
5 the Governor of Jamaica, an account of ſach tranſitions ;* as 
<« uſd the moſt particular and exact accounts which can be pro- 
«« eured, from time to time, of the fate of the ſertlemems of any 
« ſoteign power in the neighbourhood of the Moſquito Shore. 
« His Majefty having been gracioully ploaſed to direct, that you 
4 ſhall have the fame allowance as has been made to fortter Supet- 
« jntendents, I have accordingly fignified his Majeſty's commands 
to the Governor of Jamaica for that putpoſv. 

« ſt is only neceſſary for me to add, that ee when yok 
« ſhafl not receive any eſpecial orders from his Majeſty's Secretary 
of State, you are to confider yourſelf as ſubject to the controul 
<© amd direction of the Governor of Jamaica, and that you are amen- 
© able to the Governor and Council, as a Board of Examination and 
Report, in every inftance where either your conduct or the con- 


- 
* 
* 


% cerns of the ſettlement may be in queſtion. 


«I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
(Signed) „GEO. GERMAIN.” 
In the courſe of the ſaid month of May, Mr. Lawrie embarked, 
and arrived at Jamaica about the 15th of Auguſt. There he was 


graciouſly received by Sir Baſil Keith, the Governor, who futniſhed 
kim with his inſtructions and the following commiſſion. 
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. By: His Kntellency Sir Baf 7 Keith, Captain- 
General, Governor, and Commander in 
Chief of his Majeſty's Iſland of Jamaica, 
and the Territories depending in America, 


8. Chancellor . Ve * the 
E lame. 


«To Jus Lawrie, Eſquire, greeting... > $068) 


«« By virtue of the power to me derived from his Moſt Ati 
«Majeſty, George the Third, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, 
« King, and of Jamaica Lord, Defender of the Faith, &c, ; and. 
« repaſing eſpecial truſt and confidence. in your experience, cou 
« rage, conduct, fidelity and ſkill in military affairs; I have con- 
4 ſtituted and appointed, and by theſe preſents do conſtitute and 


* . o . — © 


Captain, and Commander in Chief, of all his Majeſty's ſubjects 


sin that part of America called the Moſquito Shore. You, are 
therefore, as Superintendent, Captain, and Commander in Chief, 
to take them under your care and charge; and they are hereby 
« ſtrictly commanded to obey you in all military affairs; and you 
« are to obſerve and follow all ſuch: orders and directions as: you: 
ſhall, from time to time, receive from his Majeſty, myſelf, or the 
„Commander in Chief of this iſland for the time \ being, , 
to the truſt hereby PTY in 1 80 


«Giver 
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arp. « Giren under my hand and ſeal at arms, at St. Jago. de 1s 


— -- 


- By his Print commu, 


and confidence of all degrees and complexions of men in that 


, © Vega, the nineteenth day of Auguſt, in the ſtxteenth year of his 


<« Majeſty's reign, Auns Domini one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
46 en. . 
« © BASIL 'KEITH.” 


ALEX. Ixus.“ 


Me, Lawrie e to his Superintendency on the Moſquits 
Shore, and arrived at Black River about the agth of ſaid Auguſt, 
1776; Where he received the moſt warm and friendly reception 
from the inhabitants, of all ranks, and continued ever after to 
diſcharge the duties of his office, with the higheſt unanimity 


This hiſtorical account of the eſtabliſhment and police of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects on the Moſquito Shore, is humbly offered as 
a full and complete proof, that the ſettlements of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects in this country, and the form of their civil exiſtence and 
government, ſince the appointment of a Superintendent, were not 
only made with the knowledge and approbation of the Crown, but 
under the immediate countenance and protection of his Majeſty's 
Miniſters and Government here, as well as at Jamaica; and that it 
was, in all reſpets, an open, clear, and conſpicuous chain · of ſet- 
tlements, throughout the limits and extent of the Moſquito Shore ; 
and as ſeparate and diſtinguiſhable from the Spaniſh territories and 
ſovereignty, as any of his Majeſty's other ſettlements in the Weſt 
Indies; or as the ſettlements of any other. foreign power, . inde- 
pendent of Spain, on the continent of America, The conduct of 
his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled there, and their fidelity to the in- 
tereſts of Great Britain, and to his Majeſty's ſovereignty, and to 

the 


* 


tion of all their hopes, when incvitably ruined by the exterminating 


Cn )) 
3 ill it 8 TS 1 
open hereafter. At preſent, it is only neceſſaty 0 obſerve; that > , - 


although, from the nature of his Majeſty's title co the ſovereignty of 
the country, and. its great and tranſcendent national importance, they 
had the greateſt reaſon to-oxpeR, that in che courſe of the lete war, 
or in the concluſion of the late peace, it would be erected into a 
royal Britiſh government, independent of any other provingial go- 
vernment whatever; and although their . higheſt expectations of 
fortune and ſucceſs. depended. upon this great and happy. event: 
yet did they, without a murmur, moſt loyally ſubmit to the diſſplu- 


Convention-treaty of September, 1786, and evacuated the country: 
with all the obedience and diligence poſlible; truſting, with inyaria- 
ble confidence and affection, that their great and irreparable Jofſes 
would readily and certainly meet with royal, miniſterial and legiſſa 
tive attention. In this view they humbly depended upon his Ma- 
jeſty's government, for receiving the royal recommendation to Par- 
liament, to compenſate and indemnify in ſome meaſure, what they 
had thus loſt as individuals, on account of thereby obtaining, ac- 
cording to what they humbly conceive to be the ſyſtem of his Ma- 
jeſty's government, natignal proſperity and repoſe, In this filent 
and moſt reſpectful ſituation they remained, when the following 
publication appeared in the Morning Chronicle and London Adver- 
tiſer, of the 27th of March, 1787. Viz. 


London, March 26. e eltern . 
Hos of Lo er of the Convention with Stain. 


The order of the day being read for the Lords to be ſummoned, 
„Lord Rawdon roſe to make a motion, declaratory that the Con- 
« vention concluded between his Britannic Majeſty and the King of 


: Spain, and ſigned at London the 14th of July, 1786, did not 
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16 7 - met with the gene opinion of chat Houſe. His Lordſhip 


s ſtated,” that the Moſquito Shore, given up to Spain by the Con- 


vention, had been in the poſſeſſion of Great Britain for more 


4 than a century; that it conſiſted of a territory of between four 
% and five hundred miles in length, and was nearly of the depth of 


« one hundred miles inland from the ſea: That there were on it 


« various ſettlements, and that the refidents, at the time of its ceſ- 
« fion, conſiſted of near 1500 Britiſh ſubjects, including whites, 
% male and female, perſons of mixed colour, and their flaves: 
1% That a regular form of government had been eſtabliſhed on it, 


* conliſting of a Council, &c. &c. many years fince: That it was 


« a ſettlement of great value and importance to this country, and 
* that our claim to it was as good as our claim to the iſland of 
% Jamaica. In ſupport of theſe aſſertions, his Lordſhip produced 
various documents of the Governor and Aſſembly of the iſland 
« of Jamaica, and other corroborating papers. In exchange for 
« this valuable ſettlement, he ſaid, the Britiſh Miniſters had con- 
«« tented themſelves with accepting a narrow ſlip of territory, of be- 
i tween eleven and twelve miles in extent only. His Lordſhip rea- 
ſoned, it is ſaid, much at length, and with great ability and per- 
«« ſpicuity, on this diſadvantageous exchange; and having ſufficiently 
«« enforced the impreſſion of his object on the minds of the Houſe, 


he read to the Houſe part of the fourtesath article of the wins 4 
*« which was as follows: 


His Catholic Majeſty, prompted ſolely * motives of 3 
* nity, promiſes to the King of England, that he will not exerciſe 
* any act of ſeverity againſt the Moſquitos, inhabiting in part the 
* countries which are to be evacuated, by virtue of the preſent 
Convention, on account of the connections which may have Me 
« ſiſted between the ſaid Indians and the Engliſh.” 

His Lordſhip commented upon this article, in terms of pointed 
1 ſeverity, contending, that it was a moſt degrading humiliation of 


© Great 


* 
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« Great” Britain, and ſuch a8 loudly called for the cenſure of that 8 E C . 


Houſe, on thoſe Miniſters who had conſented to ſuffer it to 
* ſtand a part of the treaty. After putting this in a ſtrong point of 
view, and urging a variety of arguments to prove that the trade 
carried on through means of our poſſeſſing the Moſquito Shore, 


«« was a ſource of great advantage, his. Lordſhip concluded wad 


* moving, 

That the terms of the Contention with Spain, Ggned on the 
« 14th, of July, 1786, do not meet the favourable opinion of this 
* Houſe.” 

* Lord Oſborne (Marquis of aint Pieter obſerved, that when 
*« the noble Lord firſt mentioned the ſubject of his motion in the 
© Houſe, he had, with his uſual politeneſs, declared, that he did not 
% impute the Convention with Spain to him, or conſider it as a mea- 
* ſure for which he was reſponſible, The Marquis begged leave 
* to take that opportunity of declaring, that he was not only re- 
* ſponſible for it as one of the Miniſters honoured with his Ma- 


« jeſty's confidence, but that he was the Miniſter moſt particularly 


« and perſonally reſponſible, being that Miniſter who had figned 
the Convention; nor did he wiſh to ſhrink in the ſmalleſt degree 
« from the reſponſibility that belonged to the meaſure. If he had 
« ſigned the Convention complained of, and given up the Moſquito 
Shore, merely for the purpoſe of taking a narrow lip of territory, 
„of not more than between eleven and twelve miles in extent, in 
exchange for a territory of between three and four hundred long, 
„ and near one hundred in depth inland from the ſea, he would be 
% moſt ready to acknowledge, that he deſerved every poſſible cen- 
«« ſure, and to have his name branded with infamy, and delivered 
« down to poſterity. with all that odium and. diſgrace. that ought fo 
«+ deſervedly to be annexed to the name of that Miniſter, who could 


$4 ſo e have e the intereſts of bis country. But he. had 
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© « article of the Definitive Treaty of Peace wich: the: King of Spain, 
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different grounds thatf the mere exchmige df wrritvrge The ſſutir 4. +. 


© rendered a convention neceſſary; and on that ground it had beer 


| <jegociated and concluded, He was ready to admit, the Marquivr 


« faid, that in pacific times, hen all was quiet, the Moſquito 


Shore might be looked upon as a valuable poſſeſſion ; but, con- 


4 fidering its ſituation, with a jealous neighbour at the back of it, 
ve might have found ample reaſon to have regarded it other eviſe. 
* In this, as in many other caſes, where, upon the face of the trani- 
„action, Miniſters might appear to be to blame, there was ſtrong 
« and fufficient ground of juſtification, if the diſcretion due from 
* men in high executive office, did not teach them, rather to riſque 
4 their own character, and to be contented with a conſciouſneſs of 
* their innocence, than reſort to that mode of juſitfieation, which 
* moſt neceſſarily reſt on a diſcloſure of facts, highly neceſſary for 
«« the purpoſes of national ſaſety, and the continuance of the public 
* peace and tranquillity to be kept concealed. On the preſent occa- 
« ſion, he would not be the Miniſter mean enough to juſtify him- 
« ſelf by the betraying of any ſecrets that ought not to be made 
public, without the conſent of the Crown, and which, if made 
public, * be attended with conſequences prejudicial to the 
« country.” 
The Duke of Mancheſter declared, he roſe in conſequence of 


« the blame that might otherwiſe be thought imputable to him, 


ſor the part he had taken in negociating and concluding the De- 
% finitive Treaty, under the authority of one of the articles, of which 


* jt had been declared, that the Convention with Spain was necetlary. 
% He owned, he felt himſelf particularly embarraſſed, in what man- 


ner to ſpeak on the preſent occaſion, fince it was almolt impoſſible 


+ for him to explain * own nnn. without being into a variety 
1 « of 
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think it prutlent to permit. He would not, "therefore; a' iti mY "0 

to ſoy any ting, that eee Ft 7; _ 

erets; he would content himfelf with merely declaring, that" the' . , 

Consention went a great way farther than the Definitive TR . 

made it neceffary to go. The Duke deſired it to be though 1 

« underſtood, that he felt no utvwiffingneſs to go fully into the mat. tate. 

ter, but was ready to do it, if the papers in queſtion 'coold be | 

« brought regularly before the Houſe} and he really Gi not lar 

& think the production of them would do any hurt. 
The Earl of Catliſle ſpoke of the Moſquito Shore as" 2 ſettle- 
ment that had been in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of Great Britain 
« for more than a century, and went into a feries of reafoning, 

gtounded upon references to dates and treaties, to prove that it had 
% been ſo. His Lordſhip quoted the year 1748, and other periods, 
to prove that our claim to it had been recognized, and, after much 
argument to eſtabliſh that fact ſaid he could not agree, that it 
« was right to contend in that Houſe for the value of the trade 
* carried on by means of the Moſquiro Shore ſettlement, if it 
« was really, what he feared it muſt be acknowledged to be, no- 
* thing more than a ſmuggling trade upon the Spaniards and their he 

« ſettlements. Another reaſon why he could not agree to the mo= 1 

« tion generally was, on account of the extreme delieacy of queſ- 

« tions like the preſent. There was ſo much to be ſaid of the diſ- 

« cretion that Miniſters were bound to exerciſe upon ſome parts of 

« their conduct, that where that was ſeriouſſy pleaded, and it was | 

declared, that neceſſary motives of ſecreſy prevented their mak- ö a 

« ing uſe of the juſtification in their power, he thought that degree 

«of credit was due to them at leaſt, that it ſhould be taken for 
p | 64 granted 2 
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$ E C T. * granted, that they had other and much ſtronger reaſons for what 


* they had done, than appeared on the face of the tranſaQtion. 
% Queſtions of cenſure, he added, were thoſe, kind of queſtions, 
* that, in his mind, ought not to reſt upon myſterious and uncertain 
% facts, but upon broad, palpable, ſelf-evident miſconduct; and, 
* therefore, he could not help giving Miniſters credit, for having 
* had other and ſufficiently juſtificatory motives for giving up the 
« Moſquito Shore. But there was a part of the Convention, which 
* the noble Lord had mentioned in the latter part of his ſpeech, 
„ and of which the noble Marquis had omitted to take any the 
% ſmalleſt notice, and that was the language of the 14th article of 
« the Convention; that was, his Lordſhip ſaid, a matter on which he 
had hoped the noble Marquis would have given their Lordſhips ſome 
« ſatisfaftion, though he was at a loſs to imagine how any Miniſter 
„ could juſtify himſelf, for having hung up the humiliation of 
« Great Britain in every court in Europe, in an article ſo degrad - 
„ing to the national honour, He enlarged on this as a juſt ground 
© of cenſure, becauſe there could be no ſecret reaſon for ſuch a mor- 
« tifying ſacrifice of the ſpirit of the country ; and ſaid, on that 
ground he thought the motion juſtifiable,” 

Lord Viſcount Stormont declared, he would, as ſhortly as poſſi- 


u ble, ſtate his reaſons for ſupporting the motion; he was not able, 


** if he were ever ſo deſirous of ſpeaking at length upon that, or auy 
other ſubject. [His Lordſhip had a ſevere hoarſeneſs.] He then 
„ began to ſay, that in all negociations there ought to be a parity 
** of advantage in the exchange of territories, In the preſent caſe, 
* there was clearly no ſuch parity. He was proceeding to enter on 
* an examination of the article of the Definitive Treaty, and to com- 
«« pare it with the Convention, when he was interrupted by 

The Duke of Richmond, who ſaid, he roſe to ſpeak to order. 
His Grace apologized for having interrupted the noble Viſcount ; 


© but 


6 

* but ſaid, he could not think it either orderly or fair to go into mat- 8 E C T. 1 
6 ters that could not be ſaid to be regularly before the Houſe ; ie / 
<< papers, on which the compariſon reſted, not having been produced. 
The Duke reminded the Houſe of what had fallen from the Duke 
of Mancheſter, who had felt himſelf precluded from a juſtification 
of his own conduct, for the want of thoſe papers. The Duke was 
further alluding to the Duke of Mancheſter's ſpeech, when 

Lord Portcheſter called his Grace to order, declaring it wasdiſ- 
. orderly for any noble Lord, who had called another noble Lord to 
* order, to allude, in the courſe of what he ſaid, to juſtify his having 
done ſo, to what had fallen in debate from another noble perſon.” 

«© The Duke of Richmond defended himſelf by ſtating, that it was 
<< neceſſary for him to have ſaid what he had done, in order to ſhew 
„ why the noble Viſcount had been diſorderly,” 

« Lord Stormont then roſe again, and thanked the noble Duke 
e for having ated as he had, declaring he ſtood corrected, and 
<< would take the queſtion up in a different way. His Lordſhip 
«© then went much at large in defence of the motion, declaring it 
«© was the mildeſt motion that could have been made on a matter 
4 of ſuch palpable miſconduct. He faid the Miniſter had been to 
ce blame for the irregular manner in which he had firſt introduced 
«© the Convention to the notice of Parliament, in the ſpeech from the 
«© Throne, which, in that inſtance, might with peculiar juſtice be 
« called the ſpeech of the Miniſter. He had been to blame, likewiſe, 
4 for an exchange of territory, which was not ſo juſtifiable as that 
«© recorded of old, viz. the change of gold for braſs. He ſpoke of 
the long-eſtabliſhed right of this country, to conſider the Moſ- 
„ quito Shore as her undoubted poſſeſſion; a territory that ſhe held 
«c by as good a claim as ſhe held the iſland of Jamaica. He re- 
«« ferred to the argument of Lord Carliſle on this point, and quoted, 
as his Lordſhip had done, different periods, to prove that our right 
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( 44 ) N 
bY T, s had bern recognized by treaty. He inftanced tuo precedents, 


— here motions of cenſure had been moved, and one, in which 
* the Prime Miniſter of the day (Lord Oxford) had joined in 
i ſupporting the motion. He particularly enlarged on the 14th ar- 
& ticle, 3s an unneceſſary degradation of the country, and ſaid, the 
oe Moſquito Indians had proved themſelves faithful allies, and had 
© invariably adhered to the intereſts of this Great Britain. He con- 
© tended, that they were an independent people, and that we had 
„no right whatever to deliver them over to the Spaniſh yoke, He 
1 ſpoke alſo of the Britiſh ſubjects, to whom we owed undoubted pro- 
{« tection, and concluded his ſpeech with declaring, that he would 
not give Miniſters any advice that he would not take himſelf, and 
„ that he would on no account whatever have had a hand in the 
Convention.“ 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, and in a moſt maſterly 
„manner anſwered the various arguments that had been urged in 
* ſupport of the motion. He began with declaring, that he had 
* expected to have heard the queſtion ſpoken to, with that degree of 
« explicitneſs and candour that belonged to it. He had looked for 
© more accuracy of deſcription, in point of geographical character, 
«+ than had been attempted. The Moſquito Shore had been talked 
of as a tract of country, extending between four and five hundred 
% miles, without the ſmalleſt mention of the ſwamps and moraſles, 
** with which it was interſperſed, nor any allowance for the parts of 
„it that were actually impoſſible to be either cultivated or inha- 
* bited, With regard to ſettlements, it would be imagined 
*« by thoſe who were ſtrangers to the fact, that there had been a re- 
% gular government, 2 regular council, and eſtabliſhed laws, pecu- 
* ljar to the territory; when the fact was, there neither had exiſted 
one, nor the other. His Lordſhip went into the hiſtory of the 
« ſettlement, tracing it down from the year 1650 to the year 1777, 

« mentioning 


( 3 

, mentioning Lord Godolphin's treaty, and all its circumſtances, 8 E 8 . 
% and deducing arguments from each fact he mentioned to Prove, n 
<* that the Moſquito Shore never had been fairly to be deemed a Bri - 
ee tiſh ſettlement ; but that a detachment of ſoldiets had been 
<< landed from the iſland of Jamaica, who had erected fortifications, 
* which had been afterwards, by order of the Government at home, 
abandoned and withdrawn, He inſtanced the tranſactions on the 
«+ ſubject at the peace of Paris, in 1703, when Governor Littleton 
governed Jamaica, and enlarged upon them, to ſhew that this 
«© country by the peace of Paris had renounced whatever claim ſhe 
might before that period have fancied ſhe had a right to maintain, 
<< and had given a freſh proof of her having done ſo in the year 1777s 
«« when Lord George Germain, the Secretary for the American de- 
1 partment, ſent out Mr, Lawrie to the Moſquito Shore, to ſee that 
the ſtipulations of this country with Spain were carried fully into 
«© execution. His Lordſhip enlarged very much on theſe particulars, 
«« and after enforcing and applying them to the arguments that had 
„ been urged in defence of the motion, proceeded to notice what 
«© Lord Carliſle had ſaid on the delicacy of queſtions of that ſort, de- 
<< claring that he had been happy to hear the matter ſo judiciouſly ob- 
«© ſerved upon. His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould have been extremely 
glad, if the whole grounds of the tranſactions could with pru- 
«© dence and propriety have been gone into; but, as that could not 
be done, he muſt meet the matter as he found it, With regard i 
to the degradation of the country that the 14th artſcle was pre- 
c tended to hold out, he denied the fact. The Moſquitos were 
*© not our allies, they were not a people we were bound by treaty to 
20 protect, nor were there any thing like the number of Britiſh ſub- 
«« jets there, that had been ſtated, the number having been, accord- 
«*« ing to the laſt report from thence, only 120 men and 16 women. 
«© 'The fact was, we had FO (by ne if «ty Lords pleaſed) 

E N ſtipu- 
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« a ſtipulation, that the King of Spain would not puniſh thoſe Bri- 
« tiſh ſubjects, and the Moſquitos, who had poſſeſſed themſelves 
«« improperly of the rights belonging to the Spaniſh Crown, and, in 
& conſequence of ſuch irregular poſſeſſion, had perfiſted for a courſe 
„of time, but with frequent interruption, in the enjoyment of thoſe 
„rights. His Lordſhip repelled the argument, that the ſettlement 
was a regular and legal ſettlement, with ſome ſort of indignation ; 
and ſo far from agreeing, as had been contended, that we had uni- 
„ formly remained in the quiet and unqueſtioned poſſeſſion of our 
* claim to the territory, he called upon the noble Viſcount to declare, 
4 as a man of honour, whether he did not know to the contrary ?” 

Lord Stormont replied, and maintained bis former argument, 
« as to the general turn of it. With regard to the queſtion that the 
* noble and learned Lord had put to him ſo pointedly, he could not 
« but obſerve, that a noble Duke had called him to order, for going 


* to ſpeak particularly to the very point, which the noble and learned 
Lord now called upon him to anſwer to. His Lordſhip then went 


'* jinto argument to meet that queſtion. 


Lord Rawdon roſe to take notice of ſome paſſages of the noble 
and learned Lord's ſpeech, that had gone upon what had fallen 
„from him, and anſwered them ſeverally. He produced ſome do- 
« cuments, ſigned by General Dalling, when Governor of Jamaica, 


to prove that a Superintendent had been ſent over to the ſettlement 


on the Moſquito Shore at that time, with a view to form a go- 
« yernment. His Lordſhip alſo quoted the year 1744 as one proof 
* that there had exiſted a council of trade, &c, publicly recognized 
« by this country ſo long ſince. With regard to there having been 
* mutual claims, equally urged by Great Britain and Spain, the teſt 
« of ability in Miniſters, he faid, would have been proved by their 
„having made good our claims, and not by their having ceded them 
* to the claims of Spain. His Lordſhip declared, that he had, upon 
« the whole, heard nothing, that had induced him to think other- 


« wiſe 
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« wiſe of the propricty of his motion, than before a had offered it 8 8 T. 


* to their Lordſhips' conſideration. 
The Lord Chancellor replied, and faid, be was aware of the 
* application for a charter, but he wiſhed the noble Lord had men- 
* tioned the anſwer that was given to that application, when it had 
* been made. His Lordſhip ſaid, the having ſent a Superintendent 
over, with a view ta the eſtabliſhment of a regular council, &c. 
* did not by any means prove that the Government at home had 
* countenanced the ſcheme. He referred the noble Lord to what 
% he had before ſtated, relative to the conduct of Governor Littleton, 
* in 1763, and of Lord George Germain, in 1777, as an ample 
„proof, that, let what would have been the ſtate of the Moſquito 
„Shore, or the opinion of this country, in 1744 or 1748, the idea of 
+ ſettling there had been changed completely fince, and the fortifi- 
« cations recently abandoned and withdrawn. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
„ had heard a Miniſter called upon to ſpeak out; he withed noble 
„Lords, who ſupported the queſtion, would ſpeak out; would they 
e ſay the trade carried on from the Moſquito Shore was any thing, 
„either more or leſs, than a ſmuggling trade upon the Spaniards 
« and their ſettlements? and would any noble Lord fay, that a Bri- 
« tiſh Miniſter, in any given fituation, ought to maintain and ſup- 
* port ſuch a trade in the face of Parliament, or in negociation with 
« any one foreign Court Whatever? 

„Lord Rawdon ſaid, he had not argued upon what, would have 
% been done, had a charter been granted when applied for, but pro- 
«« duced a document to eſtabliſh a fact, and to prove that there had 
« many years ſince exiſted a council to protect trade, and a regular 
form of government. 

Lord Hawke corroborated this, by e the treaty of 1672, 
« and a negociation of 1717, a few years after the treaty of Utrecht. 

At length the queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided. 

« Contents, 17 Not contents, 53.” £4 
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This extraordinary publication equally aſtoniſhed and ſurpriſed 
the friends of the ſettlement, by the new and very extraordinary doc- 
trines it contained, as well as the high miniſterial rank of the noble 
perſon, who was ſaid to promulgate them. And in order to receive 
the beſt and pureſt information of the temper and mind of Govern- 
ment, upon this moſt intereſting ſubject, and to place the ſettlers and 
Indians on the Moſquito Shore in their true and proper point of 


view; their Agent preſented the following memorial to Lord Sydney, 
on the 4th of April, 1787. viz. 


« To the Right Flaw Lord Sydney, his Maicly s 
« principal Secretary of State for the Home Department. 


« The MEMORIAL of his Majeſty's Subjects, lately efla- 
« bliſhed on the Moſquiro Shore, having Right of Property in 
« the foil thereof, and now evacuating the ſaid Country, in con- 
% formity with the late Treaty of Convention between his 
% Majeſty and the King of Spain. 
„ Humbly Sheweth, 

That your Memorialiſts moſt reſpectfully conceive and maintain 
„the following particulars to be ſo many incontrovertible truths ; 
* namely. 

% That the Moſquito Shore, and the Indians poſſeſſing it, have 
ever been perfectly free and independent of the Crown and Govern- 
* ment of Spain, previous to the late treaty of Convention con- 
„ cluded between the King and his Catholic Majeſty. 

« That theſe free and independent Indians did of their own accord, 
« cheerfully and voluntarily, ſurrender the ſovereignty and protec- 
tion of themſelves, and their country, to the Crown of Great 
« Britain, in the perſon of its repreſentative, neareſt to them, the 
% Governor of Jamaica; not only ſoon after its conqueſt in the time 

« of Oliver Cromwell, but more any and particularly to tha 
„% Duke 
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« Duke of Albemarle, at the time the ſaid Duke was Governor of 8 E CT. 


% Jamaica: and that the ſaid Duke did, on the part of the Crown of 
« Great Britain, ſo accept of the ſaid ſurrender and ſubmiſſion; as ac- 
s tually to receive the ſaid Indians, and their country, into its ſove- 
* reignty and protection. | 

„That renewals of this ſurrender and ſubmiſſion on the part of +» 
e theſe Indians, and acceptances on the part of the Crown of Great 
„Britain, have from time to time taken place, from the laſt men- 
** tioned period to the preſent æra; by the ſucceſſor of the Moſquits 
70 King, or Chief, repairing to Jamaica, on the death of his prede- 
« ceſſor, and receiving from the Governor of Jamaica, as the repre- 
1 ſentative of the Crown of Great Britain, his approbation and con- 
* ſent to ſucceed his predeceſſor, as the Moſquito King, or Chief of 
„his people. And in conformity with this rule, the preſent Moſ- 
% quito King, having ſucceeded to his father, repaired to Jamaica 
during the late war, and received the accuſtomed approbation of 
* the Governor. 

4 That in conſequence of this ſubmiſſion on the part of the In- 

dians, and this ſovereignty and protection on the part of Great 
Britain; the ſubjects of this kingdom went occaſionally . to the 
« Moſquito Shore, and in proceſs of time ſettled there, under the 
© Governor of Jamaica's Civil Conſtitution and appointment of 
*« Juſtices of Peace, before any appointment of a, Superintendent 
* took place. t 

„That in conſequence of the war, 1740, and on a better ac- 
i quaintance with the Moſquito Shore, this Civil Inſtitution was re- 
&© inforced and improved, by the ſpecial appointment of a Super- 
* intendent, with a military detachment from Jamaica; the Super- 
„ intendent and Commander of the troops being one and the fame 
++ perſon, and having no connection or interference with the Civil 
v Inſtitution. 
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% That neither the letter nor ſpirit of the treaty of Paris, in 
« 1764, and far leſs the ſpirit and condition of this kingdom at 


44 that time, warranted or gave any the leaſt pretext to the very great 


« error the Miniſter ſor the home department felt into, foon after 
% the concluſion of that peace, by directing the forts or block- 
« houſes to be diſmantled at Black River, and the cannon to be 
„withdrawn and returned to Jamaica, Nevertheleſs, this error en- 


« couraged the Spaniards to demand from his Majeſty's Superin- 


«« tendent, at Black River, poſſeſſion of this country; but the Indians 
„ vindicated their own rights, and thus fruſtrated that unfounded 


and imperious intruſion. 


„That his Majeſty's Government becoming ſoon ſenſible of this 
« miſtake, acquieſced in the conduct of the Indians, and continued 
to ſupport the ſettlement through the interference of the Governor 
« of Jamaica; and, in the year 1775, authorized the ſaid Governor 


« to improve it, by a new and more perfect order of police, which 
« took place early in 1776. From which time your memorialiſts - 


« and the Indians, until the concluſion of the ſaid hte treaty of Con- 
„vention, were acknowledged and protected as ſubjects and de- 
e pendents on the Crown of Great Britain. 

« That all theſe truths are fully illuſtrated and explained in the 
« numerous memorials and papers, which your memorialiſts have had 
« the honour, by their Agent, to lay before his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment; and they are ready, upon every proper occaſion, to juſtify 
and ſupport them. 

« That many of your memorialiſts, under this ſyſtem of police, 


* purchaſed lands on the Moſquito Shore, from the Moſquito King, 


„his chicftains and people; which have been duly entered on the 
« public records kept at the capital ſeat of government at Black 
« River; with all which they have duly made his Majeſty's Govern- 


„ ment acquainted, at and previous to the preliminaries and con- 


4 « clufion 


Q 
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& cluſfion of the late peace in 1783, as well as at and during the late SE Cr. 
t treaty of Convention, and on its concluſion and ratification in f I. FED 
« September 1786; with a view, in the firſt place, of accommodating {LA 
„ upon the faireſt and eaſieſt terms, what they humbly conceived 
„would be the great and favourite object of his Majeſty and the 
% nation, viz. the erecting the Moſquito Shore into a ſeparate in- 
„dependent royal government, as being naturally and neceſſarily 
„the moſt profitable in time of peace, and the moſt defenſible and 
« formidable ſettlement of all others in the Weſt Indies, in time of 
« war, And, ſecondly, that if the unfortunate fituation of the na- 
tion ſhould make it appear moſt eligible to his Majeſty, to give 
% up the Moſquito Shore to the King of Spain; his Majeſty's Go- 

« yernment might ſo form the conditions, upon which ſo great a 
% conceſſion was to be made, as that your memorialiſts might be in- 
% demnified by the Crown of Spain, for the very great and import- 8 
« ant loſſes they muſt ſuffer, upon ſuch a meaſure taking place; 
« or that the publick, for whoſe ſervice this conceſſion was made, 
4% ſhould upon a full and fair ſtate of their caſe to Parliament, give 
« them relief. 

«« Theſe truths are alſo fally illuſtrated and eſtabliſhed, by their 
*« memorials and papers preſented as aforeſaid, 

« That your memorialiſts obſerve, ith the greateſt concern, 
« ſentiments and opinions impreſſed upon the publick, in the newſ- 
« papers of the day, altogether oppoſed to and ſubverſive of the 
« truths herein before ſtated ; and which, in their conſequences, 
% may be of the greateſt injury and hurt to your memorialiſts, 
% Theſe ſentiments and opinions your memorialiſts, with r- 
*« miſſion of your Lordſhip and his Majeſty's Government, are ready 

1 to encounter and refute ; and particularly in the form they are ſet 
forth in the Morning Chronicle of T ueſday the 27th inſtant. 
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« For they are ready to expoſe and demonſtrate the abſurdity of 
« imagining the Moſquito Shore to have been an exchange for re- 
« ſtoring the Yucatan ſettlement, to a ſmall part of their former 
« rights; which being oppoſed as an equivalent to the value and 
importance of the Moſquito Shore, is as a drop of water placed 
in counterpoiſe to the ocean. — 

They will prove the occupations and trade of the ſettlers on 
the Moſquito Shore, to be ſo far from being nothing more than a 


% /muggling trade upon the Spaniards and their ſettlements ; that, on the 


* contrary, all their occupations and trade have had full and ample 
* ſcope within the precin&s and dependencies of the Moſquito ter- 
„ ritory, and conſiſt in cutting down and ſhaping mahogany, and 
« other woods, for exportation to this kingdom; as well as in erect- 
„ing ſugar works, and in collecting tortoiſe-ſhell, ſarſapatilla, and 
*« other productions of the country, 

They will prove that the Moſquito Shore extends from 81 degrees 
9 mĩſſũtes, to 84 degrees 24 minutes of Weſt longitude; and mea- 
0 ſures of ſea coaſt towards the North, upwards of 246 miles between 
Cape Gracias a Dios, the Eaſternmoſt point, in 16 degrees, and Cape 
« Honduras, the Weſternmoſt point, in 16 degrees 3 minutes North 
« latitude; and that it forms another front towards the Eaſtern 
Ocean, from Nicaragua, in 10 degrees 23 minutes, to Cape 
« Gracias a Dios, in 15 degrees North latitude, meaſuring 280 
«« miles; and that its interior depth inland is at a medium 100 
« miles on each of the fronts before deſcribed. That this extenſive 
«© country is interſperſed with rich rivers and lagoons, which are of 
«« jneſtimable value to the cultivation of the ſoil, and tranſportation 
„of its produce; that there are few or no parts of it, which are 
actually impoſſible to be either cultivated or inhabited ; that where any 
«« ſwamps and moraſſes are, they are the ſwamps and moraſſes of 
«4 a country uncultivated fince its creation, and perfectly capable of 


being 
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* being redeemed, improved, and enriched, by art and induſtry and 8 E N T. 


* finally, that it is for extent, as well as ſoil, air, and productions, 
far more valuable and important, than any or all the Britiſh 
„iſlands. 


* They will prove, as they have above ſet forth, that there has been 


* regular government, a regular council, and eſtabliſhed laws, peculiar 


* to the territory ; in oppoſition to what this newſpaper affirms, that 
* the fact was, there neitber had exiſted the one, nor the other. 

„They will prove, as already ſtatzd, in oppoſition to this paper, 
* that the Moſquito Shore was fazrly to be deemed a Britiſh ſettlement, 
„ depending upon the Governor and Council of Jamaica; and that 
« the detachment of ſoldiers who bad been landed from Jamaica, and 
&« who had erected fortificatians, were regularly and properly ordered 
there, by the Governor of Jamaica; and that theſe being after- 
« wards abandoned and withdrawn, was the miſtake of a Miniſter 
* here, on the concluſion of the peace of 1763; but ſo perfectly 
« rectified by the Indians there, as to be approved by his Majeſty's 
„Government: who, therefore, not only continued the ſame mode 
of protection to the ſettlements and Indians as before, but in 1775 
„and 1776 improved the police and government of your memo- 
« rjaliſts in that country; and ſent out Mr, Lawrie to the Moſquito 
„Shore with ſimilar inſtructions as had been given to former Su- 
„ perintendents: To apply himſelf with all zeal and diligence, to 
© eſtabliſh good order among the inhabitants; to promote the proſ- 

« perity of the ſettlement ; to improve the commercial advantages, 
* which may be derived from it; and to cultivate a firitt union and 
* friendſhip with the Indians in theſe parts. 

„They will, with well- grounded hopes of ſacceſs, maintain and 
* make good in argument, that the Moſquito Indians were not only 
to be deemed allies, but ſuhjects of his Majeſty. 


F | „That 


ws 


Lord Geo. 
Germain's 
appoint- 
ment and in- 
ſtruftions to 
Mr. Lawrie, 
dated 

W hitchall, 
17th May, 


1776. 
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SECT. „That the number of Britiſh ſubjects on the Moſquito Shore, 


according to the laſt report from thence in December, 1786, was 
v not 120 men and 16 women, as this paper ſets forth; but 416 heads 
„ and members of families, and 1808 ſlaves, 
* That his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled on the Moſquito Shore are 
* no where, by the letter or ſpirit of the 14th article of the treaty 
* of Convention, comprehended as the objeas of the King of 
„ Spain's puniſhment, nor of his humanity in remitting it; and that 
* they were no more liable to' ſuch puniſhment, than his Majeſty's 
Governor and ſubjects in Jamaica. 
That neither thoſe ſubjects, nor the Moſquito Indians, had poſ- 
* {efſed themſelves improperly of the rights belonging to the Spaniſh Crown ; 
* but on the contrary, the Indians having been free and independent 
* at all times of the Crown of Spain, retained poſſeſſion of their own 
* country, and repelled with ſucceſs every interruption and inſult 
given to the enjoyment of their rights, whenever formerly at- 


e tempted by the hoſtile tyranny, oppreſſion, and cruclty of the 
« Spaniards, 


« Hitherto, my Lord, your memorialiſts have conſidered theſe 
„% new, extraordinary, and, as they moſt humbly conceive, untenable 
« affertions as the production of the Editor of the newſpaper, from 
«« whence they are taken; and in this point of view, they are ready 
„ ;nſtantly, with your Lordſhip's permiſſion, to anſwer and refute 
* them in as open a manner, as they are now impreſſed upon the 
«« ſentiments of the nation: for they humbly apprehend it to be their 
« duty, not only to undeceive the publick, but to vindicate their own 
* character, and to place the Moſquito Shore, and its free and faith- 
« ſul Indians, in that fair, juſt, and true light, in which they have 
* at all times demeaned themſelves towards his Majeſty and this 
„kingdom. But when they obſerve thoſe matters repreſented, as 
having been the ſubje of a debate in the Houſe of Lords, and 


„% wherein 
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<< wherein high and moſt reſpectable characters amongſt his Majeſty's 8 E iF T. 


«« Miniſters are named, as affirming and ſupporting them, without 

* any contradiction appearing to be given to the publication of them; 
*© they remain equally aſtoniſhed, and at a loſs how to conduct them- 
* ſelves. 

„Vour memorialiſts, my Lord, conſcious of their own integrity 
and exertions, yield to none of their fellow ſubjects in loyalty to 
his Majeſty, and attachment to their parent ſtate, They have, 
«© ſince the peace of 1763, aſcertained the rights of the Crown to 
<< the ſovereignty of the Moſquito Shore, upon the ſtrongeſt and 
<< moſt perfect principles of government. They have given the 
<< fulleſt, cleareſt, and trueſt information to his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
<< of the ſuperior excellence and importance of this country, to all 
* the other Britiſh ſettlements in the Weſt Indies. They have ex- 
<< emplified this information, by remitting home ſugars and other 
* produce of the country. They have undergone, in the courſe of 
„ hoſtile viciſſitudes, every fatigue and hazard, andeſuffered every 
loſs and perſonal diſtreſs, to preſerve that country to this, as an 
<< ineſtimable treaſure of commerce in peace, and an impregnable 
4 fortreſs of ſecurity in war. They have, by themſelves and their 
agents, ſubmitted plans to his Majeſty's Miniſters, for erecting it 
into a ſeparate royal Britiſh Government, upon principles the moſt 
<« generous and benevolent towards the ſettlers, the leaſt expenſive to 
a the State, and the moſt productive of publick revenue, of any other 
«« ſettlement that has ever hitherto been formed. For this purpoſe 
* the lands purchaſed and poſſeſſed by them in that country, and 
* which were not to compole their individual eſtates, were early aſ- 
& ſured and offered to Government upon the moſt equitable and ad- 
« yantageous terms, ſo as neither to produce an expence to Govern- 
* ment, nor to the purchaſer ; but was rendered payable out of the 
« firſt year's quit-rents of the very lands thus conveyed. And al- 
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« place; that this domiitiion-'of the Moſquito Shore, acquired by 
«the beſt and faiteſt of all titles, in itſelf the mot valuable of all 
bur Weſt India poflefiions, maintained and defended throughout 
the war, and remaining perfect and unimpaired at the peace, ſnould 
ä up to the Crown of Spain: yet, on the eoncluſion of 
* tke Convention Treaty, in July and September laſt, when to them 
« this moſt fatal news was announced; they, with the loyalty and 
« affection of the beſt of ſubjects, received it without murmuring, 
und prepared to obey the royal mandate for evacuation, 38 ſoon as 
the nature of their fituation rendered it practicable: ſtill retaining 
« the fulleſt confidence and rehance on the wiſdom, equity, and 
« Juſtice of his Majeſty's Government, that if the political ſituation 
„of the State rendered it unavoidable to give up this territory to 
6 Spain, yet a proper indemnification would be obtained for yout 
« memoriatifts from his Catholic Majeſty; or if even the political 
« neceflity was ſo great, as to prevent this juſt requiſition, that the 
. « fulleſt and ' moſt effectual aid would be given, by his Majeſty's 
fecommendation of their caſe te Parliament, for compenfating 
« the great and irretrievable loſſes they have ſuffered, by promoting 
« to the utmoſt of their power public and national Felicity, 
In this honourable, but diſtrefled fituation, wherein their faireſt 
« fortunes and moſt eſſential intereſts have been Facrificed to the 
« faperior intereſt and proſpetity of the State aud publiek; your 
* memorialiſts humbly beg to know from your Lordſhip and his 
Majesty's Miniſters, 'what they are to think of the ſaid preſent 
vs. publication of the above-mentioned debate, as paſſing in the 
„ Houſe of Lords, on Lord Rawdon's motion reſpecting the fap- 
% poſed exchange of the Moſquito Shore, for the imperfect and 
much. teſtricted re-eſtabliſhment of the Baymen in their Honduras 
* ſettſement at Yucatan. For E it is, what your memorialiſts are 
Aue | | *« altogether: 
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*altopether uriwilling: to believe, expreſſive of che opinion Fe 2. 8 = C . 


„ timehts of his Majeſty's Government, they moſt teſpectfully ſub- 
* mit, that the ſtrongeſt intimation is thereby made to your memo- 
* rialiſts, that Government is determined to tuin their characters, as 
„well as their fortunes, by exhibiting them to he publick, as hav- 
ing criminally poſſeſſed a country, uyptotected by the Statk, lia- 
* ble to Spaniſh puniſpment, and ſolely ** for the remiſſion of 
* it to Spaniſh bumamty. In which caſe, it is humbly fubmitted as 
* perfectiy evident, that they can 4s Httle expect the Favour of Go. 
„ yernment, in recommending their cat to ParKainent;' as avoid 
i juſtifying themſrlves to the beſt of their feeble abilities, from 
« what they are conſcious to be not onſy an unfounded, but moſt 
'« cruel and oppreſſive charge. But if the aſſertions above alluded to, 
« 2g contained 1 in that debate, are not the opinion and entiments of 
% his Majeſly's Government ; if your memorialiſſs can ill, as they 
« firmly hope they may, depend upon the royal firvont and protec- 
« tion, in their ſupplicating the relief of Parliament, ar corlling to 
< the true and fair merits of their Caſe ; they beg lxave to ſubmit 
< to your Lordſhip and bis Mazeſty's Miyiſters, whit couldnt they 
<« ſhould now obſerve for preventing theſe groundleſs aſſertions from 
taking ſuch firm hold of the Publack. aue as. 46, oo tid 
«« oreateſt hurt and/injuty., 11 100 WO! od ct 02 4 
In reſpect whereof, your mematisliſts d . 5 
« Lordſhip, to lay the premiſes before his Majety in 
Council; in order that your mimorialifis may be fa 
1 youred with his Majeſty s pleaſure, weſpetting the ton- 
duct they thould-dbferve, us to the z ſſettions contained 
4 in the publication above-mentioned; | And they further 
* pray leave d prtition his Majeſty, for his royal ald 
and recommendation, on their application to Patlia- 
ment en in en of the loſſes en nuf 
at: 1 nne 11999 9011 ut 4101 Ns tered 


. 
EC r. fered in their property, poſſeſſions, and otherwiſe, by 
. n of the ſurrender and evacuation of the Moſquito 
a « She. 
1 In name of the Memoria lil, r nene 
n ange Agency. bee 
London, 41h Ap, 1787.0 "44; « ROBERT WHITE.” 


"Ag anſwer to this Memorial was ſolicited with every reſpectful at- 
tention and aſſiduity, until the 31ſt of Auguſt, when the Agent ad- 
dreſſed the three following letters to the Right Honourable Lord 
High Chancellor Thurlow, the Right Honourable Lord Sydney, and 
the Right Honourable William Pitt. viz, 


n ib, 


To the Right Honourable Lord Thurla, Lord High 


Chancellor of Great Britain, &c. &c. &c. 

a My Lord, 

IHE ſentiments of thoſe I repreſent are ſuch reſpeing 
your Lordſhip's high diſcernment and true greatneſs of mind, as 
to induce them, upon the preſent trying occaſion, freely to ſubmit 
their conduct to your Lordſhip's conſideration, however ſtrong 
„the reaſons may be for their thinking, that ay maintain an ar- 

«« gument oppoſite to your opinion. 

For this purpoſe I beg leave to acquaint your Lordſhip, "OF in 
*« conſequence of a publication, contained in the Morning Chronicle 
*« of the 27th of March laſt, I preſented a memorial to Lord Sydney, 
„on the 4th of April following, in behalf of his Majeſty" s ſubjects 
** conneRted with the Moſquito Shore, ſtating the injuries done by 
that publication to thoſe ſettlers, and to that ſettlement, which 
had been fo long and fo lately ſupported by the Crown, as being 
4 intitled to protection upon every fair principle of national right, 
policy and intereſt, in the occupation and poſſeſſion of that coun- 


try: 


1 


« try : Whereupon · the memorialifts prayed to be favoured Fr ;' SECT# 


« Majeſty's pleaſure, reſpecting the conduct they ſhould obſerve as to Ab 
the aſſertions contained in that Chronicle; as alſo to have leave to 


* petition his Majeſty for his royal aid and recommendation, on 
their application to Parliament for relief, in reſpect of the loffes 


they had ſuffered in their property, poſſeſſions, and otherwiſe, by 
' * reaſon of the ſurrender and evacuation of the faid Moſquito Shore. 


All which matters are more fully and effectually ſet forth in the copy 
* of ſaid memorial, which I beg ns ROWS to encloſe to 9 
© Lordihip.' | | £391 

In the courſe of my ſolicitation for an anſwer to this memorial, 
« I was officially made acquainted, that Lord Sydney had ſent it to 
« the Kight Honourable Mr. Pitt; and after calling frequently, but 
* ineffetually, upon Mr. Roſe at the Treaſury, I was favoured with 
« an interview, on the 28th of July, when a] Giſcovered that Mr. 
« Roſe knew nothing of this matte. 
On the zoth of ſaid July, I had the honour of addrefling the 
„Right Honourable Mr. Pitt upon this ſubject, requeſting leave ei- 
ther to wait upon him, or to have at opportunity of reſpectfully 
* receiving whatever aner * might PR to give 10 98 4 me- 
« morial. 72 

„ By a freſh cue on the wy WAY x EW Mr. 

« Pitt of my former letter, and moſt earneſtly priyed m favour of 
„ his anſwer, but without effect, 11400 

Thus, my Lord, have the 'memotialiſts, out of the kiptieſt re- 
«« ſpe for his Majeſty's Government, obſerved not only the moſt 
«6 profound. lilence upon the loſſes they have ſuſtained, and the in- 
juries done them with the publick; but have employed the inter- 
mediate time, ſince the z th of March laſt, in uſing their beſt en- 
« deavours to obtain the favourable attention of adminiſtration' to the 
equity and juſtice of their claims. To continue any longer filent, 


6 «©. whilſt. 


5 


SE © r. *{;whith, they, appear 40 be thus neglected and unprotected by Go- 


50 45 all the other points mentioned in their ſaid memorial; and 
„ ſhall” have proved by their numerous colonial applications to Go- 


"#74 


, < vernwent, would not only preclude them inevitably from all hopes 
of redreſs 5 hut make. them likewiſe. appear to the nation at large, 
%s altogether uaworghy of it: yet unalterable in their reſpect to 
** his Majeſty's Miniſters, they will humbly ſubmit the aan of * 
juſtiſication to your Lordibip s notice. 

By the late treaty of Convention, the ſovereignty aud FT ee 


_ * of the Moſquito Shore js explicitly given up to the King of Spain, 


and with it the property and poſſeſſions, which his Majeſty's, fub- 
« jets, the memorialiſts, held in that country ; by which er * 
*« moſt ſignally and eſſentially injured in their fortunes. | 
Far from attempting to queſtion the policy, expediency, or ne- 
« cefſiey-of this publick meaſure, to which, as good and faithful ſub- 
« jects, they have paid the moſt ready and unequivocal obedience, by 
** evacuating. the country as ſoon as it was practicable; they will 
% ſolely confine themſelves to the various points and facts ſtated in 
„their ſaid memorial to Lord Sydney, of the 4th of April laſt: 
in the diſcuſſion, of which they humbly conceive, that they ſhall 
clearly make out his Majeſty's right of .lqyergigaty te that country, 
previous to his reſignation or abandonment of it to the Crown. of 
„ Spain; and that under this ſovereignty the memorialiſts having 
«purchaſed lands of the true and only Proprictors of the ſoil, con- 
« ducted themſelves at all times as a loyal and deſerying ſettlement, - 
in gallantly ſo defending it under his Majeſty's protection and aſſiſſi- 
Lance throughout the war, as to have preſerved it whoſe and unim- 
4+ paired at the time of the peace. 
„When they ſhall have eſtabliſhed theſe truths, my Lord, as well 


«« vernment, from and ſubſequent to the peace of 1763, their unre- 


60 mitead and invariable attention to the intereſt, vigout, and great- 


3 «« neſs 


. 
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<< neſs of the parent ſtate. in ſttic union with che ptoſpetity of this' 8.2 8 7.2 


ſettlement; they beg leave to aſſure. themſelves, as depending 
<< upon, your Lordſhip's candour, that their reputation and character, 

& as Britiſh ſubjects, ſettled upon or having intereſt and property 

% in the Moſquito Shore, will appear in n light incomparably more 

% worthy, and reſpectable, than what it is repreſented to be in the 
4 ſaid publication of the 25th of March laſt. And when theſe me 

1 morialiſts ſhall have thus publicly juſtified themſelves, they hum 
« bly hope, khat their ſingular and very particular caſe; will appear 
a to his Majeſty, to his Majeſty's Government, and to the Legillature, 
«« as well as to the nation at large, fully to merit recompence and in- 
« demnification, for the great and very valuable property they have 
< loſt. 

“Upon the whole, your Locdthip will readily perceive, it is not 
£ diſreſpe&t, nor diſaffection to his Majeſty's Miniſtecs, but neceſſity 
«« alone, which impels the preſent publication ; the neceflity of. vin- 
« dicating their characters from the heavy imputations thrown upon 
them in the higheſt aſſembly of the nation, and circulated after- 
« wards to every individual by the daily, chronicles of public tranſ- 
actions. It is the neceſſity of te- imburſement and reparation for 
the otherwiſe in ſupportable loſs of their property, and a neceſſity 
* ariſing from the neglect and contempt of Adminiſtration, in not 
i deigning to aſſiſt in relieving their diſtreſs; although that diſtreſs 
« has alone ariſen, from the deliberate plan of Govenment in the 
« ſervice of the nation. The memoriilifts, according to their natural i: 
« diſpoſition and choice, would infinitely rather wiſh for an occa- 
«« ſion to thank, and to honour, and to applaud the high merits” of 
« Adminiſtration, for ſolid aſſurances of its protection and real ſup- 
„port in ſuing for relief from Parliament, than in recounting 
6 their own merits, grievances and hardſhips to their Sovereign, 
* and to the Nation; where NE, N 7 intendigg it, they may 
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er « go offigee en bett rery Minitery whom they with rather to 


« pleaſe, It is in this diſpoſition that they beg leave to acquaint 
« your Lordſhip, as they have alſo made known to the Right Hon. 
% Mr. Pitt and Lord Sydney, that ſhould their preſent appli- 
«« cation be thrown, as their paſt, into the abyſs of oblivion, they 
«4 will finally conclude, in the ſpace of twelve days from this date, 
« that it is the pleaſure of Adminiſtration, that they ſhould proceed 
* in their defence in the manner they have above explained; and 
n in ſuch caſe, they will moſt reſpectfully proceed WE. 

* 1 have the honour to be with the higheſt reſpeRt, 
« My Lord. 
« Your Lordſhip's 
& Moſt obedient and 
* n Mot humble ſervant, #5 
a Prognal Houſe, Hampſtead, ] ROBERT WHITE,” 
Friday, Auguft 31, 1787.” | 
5 48 748: G4; © 5M D;--: 
6 « To 15 Right Honourable Lord Sy dney, his Majeſty's 
principal Secretary of State, &c. &. bee &c. 


66 My Lord, + 

| « I BEG leave to remind you, that. in conſequence of a 
60 « publication contained in the Morning Chronicle of the 27th of 
« March laſt, I preſented a memorial to your Lordſhip, on the 4th 
« of April following, in behalf of his Majeſty's ſubjects connected 
% with the Moſquito Shore; ſtating the injuries, &c.“ (as in the 
ſecond paragraph of preceding letter to Lord Thurlow, including 
the words © ſurrender and evacuation of the Moſquito Shore.”) The 
reſt of this ſecond paragraph was omitted, as eſpecially reſpeting 
Lord Thurlow ; but all the reſt of the letter, allowing for the ſpe- 
cial addreſs to different perſons, was the ſame, 

3 


THIRD, 


my 
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«To the R . Honourable Ilan a Firſt Lard 


cc of his Majeſty's Treaſury,” &c. rd. NC. 
«SIR, 3590 q Vile £29 


on the zoth of July laſt, upon three ſeperate pieces of, buſineſs, 
«« which in their future progreſs depend upon the diſpatch you may 
ce be pleaſed to give them; and on the gth inſtant 1 had again the 
«© honour of praying. the favour, of your anſwer to each of them, 


At preſent, Sir, I moſt reſpectfully beg leave to reſume the aue 


«« of that letter, of the ſaid goth of July, which roſpects his 


«« Majeſty's ſubjects who are connected with the Moſquito Shore. 
For this Purpoſe, Sir, I entreat your indulgence to remind you, 
« that it was in conſequence of a publication contained in the 


Morning Chronicle, &c.” (as in the ſecond paragraph of the pre- 


ceding letter to Lord Thurlow, including the words ſurrender 
« and evacuation of the Moſquito Shore.) —Letter then proceeded 
thus: From the preſentment of that memorial on the ſaid th 
of April, until the pteſent moment, the above - mentioned letters 
** of the 3zoth of July and gth inſtant evince, on the part of the 
<< memorialiſts, the moſt aſſiduous and reſpectful application to have 
« been made, in the regular line of office, for "RO the fayour 
* of an anſwer. 

% Thus, Sir, have the ann Kc.“ (as i in the Such: 6 198 
graph of the preceding letter to Lord Thurlow, and throughout the 
ſame; allowing for the ſpecial addreſs to different perſons.) 

No anſwer having been hitherto returned to any of theſe foregoing 
letters, nor to any ſubſcquent and very particular ere, made 


G 2 upon 


1 HAD een AG you he three letters, 


6 Dr. 
— memorialiſts, that it isthepleaſure and choice of his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
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upon the ſame ſubje&; it is neceſſurily concluded on the part of the 


that they ſhould, in terms of their ſaid memorial, refute the allegra— 
tions contained in the faid publication in the Morning Chronicle of 
the ayth of March, 1788, For whieh purpoſe, * now moſt 
reſpectfully proceed, 

To aſcertain his Majeſty's right of ſovereignty over the Moſquito 
Indians,” and the territories of the Moſquito Shore, previous to the 
final concluſion of the Treaty of Convention in September 17586. * 
Fhe itreſiſtible evidence and concurrent teſtimony of all hiftoriaes 55 
and more Efpetially thoſe of Spain, who recount what they felt a cad 
fu, prove that the Spaniſh "conqueſts in America were begun an A 
accomplithed;* not only without provocation or offence being giver, 
but oppoſitely to every idea and ſentiment of equity, juſtice, and 
right, and every where ſtained "with unparalleled cruelty, pet fi d . 
and opprefſion. Such” Kiha of conqueſt, therefore, as was that of 
Spain over Mexico and Peru, can never fo form, in the firſt inftan Se 
4 legal and equitable right to the obedience of the people thus ſu 5 
dued and opprefſed, nor ſo fix in the aggrefſors the dominion ars Ft 
occupation of the country thus robbed and torn from its primeval ad 
innocent owners : but that the firft man ot people who can raiſe t He 
Hatchet of power, and ſtretelr forth the lance of defiance, in the HF 
fectual defence and protection of themſelves and their race; remain 
always inveſted With an infinitely better title to the occupation Sf 
their originally native foil, and with a higher and truer claim to 20 
bility and real independency, than robbers, however ſucceſsful I 


reducing othet parts of a country, and however dignified by the S 


vereign they ſerve. In this truly grent and illuſtrious predicament 
ſtood the Mofquito Indians and their country, from the time tha at 
Columbus firft viſited and vas repulſed from their coaſt, in the cout Le 
of * fourth” Voyage, until the _ moment wherein the memor i- 

4 | ali ſts 
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_ aliſts had lately an opportunity of defending the joint Aber of EEA. 
themſelves and that gallantly faithful people. The clear proofs of 


their independency in the full poſſeſſion of this country arm, 

Firſt: The uniformly ſteady and uninterrupted living evidence f 
the Moſquito Indian nation, who have invariably tranſmitted from 
father to ſon the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt ideas of their independency 
on Spain and its ſubjects, accompanied with ſentiments and conduct 
of the moſt implacable hatred and revenge towards the whole Spaniſh 
race, in retaliation of the enormous cruelties univerſally attending 
their firſt conqueſt and domination in America. This chain of living 
teſtimony, unbroken by the remembrance of any event which either 
reduced them as a people under the power of Spain, or conſtrained 
them to receive in the remoteſt degree Spaniſh laws or Spaniſh ma- 
giſtrates amongſt them, remains as full and fair a proof of their real 
and perfect independency, as any which the laborious written records 
of any nation more enlightened could produce, 

Second: I he hiſtory, exploits and conduct of chat very 8 
nary claſs of men, known and diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of the 
Buccaneers of America, corroborate and confirm, in the ſtrongeſt 
manner, this living teſtimony of the Indian independency through- 
out their territories of the Moſquito Shore. For thoſe Buccaneers 
attacked the Spaniards in every part of their conqueſts, in Mexico, 
Peru, and Chili; but the Moſquito Shore they not only never at- 
tacked, but aſſociated the Moſquito Indians as fellow adventurers 
in their Spaniſh expeditions into the South Seas: and in their re- 
peated retreats from thence to the North Sea, over the Iſthmus, they 
directed their courſe towards Wank's River, which brought them 
into the territories of the Moſquito Shore, and afforded them al- 
ways the warmeſt protection of the Moſquito mae as being Spain's 
moſt implacable enemies. | 


Third: 


J. 
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Any ond 


1 217 5 C. 
« 25th Nov. 
1773. 


(46) 

Third: But what proves moſt decifively, not only the independ - 
ency of the Moſquito Indians on the Crown of Spain, but the ſove- 
reignty of the Crown of Great Britain over thoſe Indians, is the Re- 
port of his Majeſty's Council of State at Jamaica to the Lieutenant 
Governor there, under the a th of November 1773, reſpecting the 
differences then ſubſiſting between the colony of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects ſettled on the Moſquito Shore, and Mr. Hodſon their then Su- 
perintendent; and drawn up, in order that his Honour the Lieute- 
nant Governor might tranſmit the ſame to the Earl of Dartmouth, 
then Secretary of State, for the ſpecial information of his Majeſty's 
Government reſpecting the great importance of this country, and 
his Majeſty's unqueſtionable right to the ſovereignty of it ; as well 
as the ſaid differences between the ſettlement and its Superintendent. 
Theſe colonial diſputes being foreign to the preſent object of in- 


quiry, the following extract is ſolely confined to the primitive inde- 


pendency of the Moſquito Indians, and the excellency of their 


country, and his Majeſty's right to the ſovereignty and protection 
of both, viz VIZ, 


% May it pleaſe your Hovour, 
The Committee of the Board to whom your Honour was pleaſed 
« to refer ſundry papers, letters and examinations reſpecting the 
«« Moſquito Shore, and the diſturbances at preſent ſubſiſting among 
the Britiſh ſettlers thereon, have taken the ſame into their moſt 
«« ſerious and diſpaſſionate deliberation, and now attend your Honour 

« with their Report, 
„We find the number of inhabitants i in 1770 to have been be- 
„% eween 200 and 300 whites, about 200 perſons of mixed blood, and 
% about goo ſlaves. The Moſquito Indians, fo juſtly remarkable 
for their fixed hereditary hatred of the Spaniards, and attachment 
to us, were formerly very numerous; but they were much red uced 
«© ſome 
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t ſeyen to ten thouſand. 
An adminiftration of juſtice by Magiſtrates appointed 1 the 


= ſore years age by the ſmall pox. Their Present ber 18 _—_ 8 E C ry 
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* Governor of Jamaica, and Courts of Quarter Seſſions, have been 


« ſettled there for many years; and a Commiſſion of Superintendeucy, 
** amenable however to the controul and examination of the Governor 
* and Council of Jamaica, has been granted by the Crown. + 

«« We beg leave to point out, not only a few of thoſe advantages, 
«© which we humbly conceive ought to engage the effeQual interfer- 


& erice and protection of Government, but alſo to ſtate the nature of 


his Majeſty's territorial right; perceiving with equal ſurpriſe and 
alarm, from the papers ſubmitted to our inſpection, that endeavours 
have formerly been made to create doubts as to his Majeſty's juſt 


« claims to the ſovereignty of this 1 Valuable and deli ghtful 
„country. 

The native Indians of this country have never been e 
1 by, nor ever ſubmitted to, the Spaniſh Government. The Spaniards 
„ never had any ſettlement amongſt them. During the courſe of 
&« 150 years they have maintained a ſtrict and uninterrupted alliance 
« with the ſubjets of Great Britain: they made a free and formal 
« ceſſion of the dominion of their country to his Majeſty's predeceſſors, 
« acknowledging the King of Great Britain for their Sovereign, long 
before the American Treaty concluded at Madrid, in 1670; and 
* conſequently our right was declared by the 7th article of that 
* treaty. This ceſſion of the Indians to the Britiſh Crown has been 
« frequently and very formally repeated, particularly by the Moſ- 
«« quito King to the Duke of Albemarle, when Governor of Jamaica. 
„% And that this accumulation of Britiſh right was not impaired by 
« the laſt treaty of peace, appear to us to be truths equally certain 
% and notorious; and after this it is difficult to gueſs what can 


* 


**. 
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be ſaid to invalidete his Majeſty's rights and acknowledged t le 
to the ſovercignty of the Moſquito Shore. 
ee e eee wh we find it difficult 
indeed to form a preciſe idea; as, our rights being derived from the 
4 ceſſion of the Indians, our limits are as indefinite as theirs. Cape 
Gracias a Dios in 15 degrees of North latitude is generally reck- 


s oned the centre of its ſea coaſt, which is ſuppoſed to extend from 


Cape Honduras to the northern branch of the Deſaguaders of Nica- 
© ragua, about 180 leagues; and if the diſtant mountains which 
bound the Spaniſh territories behind be conſidered: as the inland 
« line, Great Britain poſſeſſes an extent of country, on this coaſt, ex- 
« ceeding the kingdom of Portugal by more than one half. The 
« climate, as we are well informed, is milder than in any of the 
« Weſt India iſlands, and the air more ſalubrious; the lands are every 
« where well watered, and every where fertile; the ſoil is ſaid in- 
% deed to be rich in an uncommon degree; the neceſſaries, and even 


the luxuries of life, preſent themſelves on all fides ; the rivers, 


« lagoons, and the ſea abound with excellent fiſh, and the coaſts. 
« afford the greateſt number of the fineſt turtle, both for food and 
for the ſhell, of any country of equal extent in the known world. 
The cotton tree, the cocoa or the chocolate nut, and the venelloes, 
« flouriſh ſpontaneouſly all over the country. Indigo too is a native, 
«« and appears to be of the ſame ſort with that of the neighbouring 
«« province of Guatimala, which is accounted the beſt of any, The 


 «« ſugar cane arrives here to as great perfeQtion as in any of the iſlands; 


and of mahogany and ſarſaparilla, the quantity exported annually 
is ſo great, as to render the ſettlement already an object of no 
4 ſmall importance to the commerce of Great Britain; no leſs than 
«« $800,000 ſuperficial feet of the former of theſe articles, and of the 
latter 200,000 Ib. (excluſive of 10,000 lb. of tortoiſe-ſhell) having 
been ſhipped to England in 1769. The banks of the rivers and 


10 lagoons 


(+ )' 


<< Tagoons'are equally adapted for the growth of logwood; with any 8 E CT, 
* part of the neighbouring province of Honduras; and we have rea-, | 


<< ſon to think, from the nature of this plant, that in the courſe of 
< 20 or 30 years, a ſufficient n, may be raiſed i in this cvuntry 
to ſupply all Europe.” 1955 | 
VU pon the authority of this report, the thee or2ains humbly ſub- 
mit, that the King's right of ſovereignty and protection is clearly 
made out; and that it is always in the power of his Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, as having full command and acceſs to Jamaica records, and 
to all State papers coming from thence into the political reſervoirs 
of Whitehall, to illuſtrate and explain this right, by the moſt un- 
equivocal and repeated renewals of obedience and e on cw 
| part of the Indians, as mentioned in ſaid report. | 
- Fourth: Were it even in the remoteſt degree probable to ſuppoſe; 
that the King of Spain's ſubjects had ever, in the earlieſt time, ac- 
quired dominion, juriſdiction, or influence of any kind over the 
Moſquito Indians and their country; ſtill it remains clear and cer- 
tain, that no ſuch domination, juriſdiction, or influence exiſted, 
when they freely and voluntarily reſigned themſelves to the ſove- 
reignty of England: So that the Crown of Spain and its ſubjects 
muſt either have relinquiſhed thoſe rights, or the Indians muſt have 
thrown off the yoke, and recovered their priſtine liberty, at the time 
when they made choice of the King of England as their Sovereign 
and Protector. In this point of view, therefore, his Majeſty's right 
to the ſovereignty and protection of this country remains equally 
ſtrong. clear, and honourable, as in the firſt ſtatement of it; it pro- 
eecding, in both cafes, from the entirely nine and ys euren 
ef the Indian Chiefs and people. 
Fifth: The | onus' probundi lies upon the Crown of + Spain, 'to 
2 out and eſtabliſh that ever it had any power, juriſdiction, 'or 


2 over the * and their country: and when- 
- H ever 


— 


4 
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this time, until it was, as the memorialiſts humbly conceive, moſt 


( 59 ) 
ever the Crown of Spain ſhall. attempt to make out this right, pre- 
vious to the late Treaty of Convention, the memorialiſts will hum- 
bly undertake to refute and deſtroy it, 

Sixth: The right of ſovereignty and protection in the Crown of 
Great Britain, over the Moſquito Indians and their country, was 
fully eſtabliſhed, and publiſhed to all the world, immediately after the 
general Peace of Aix la Chapelle in 1748, by his Majeſty appointing, 
as already meutioned, through the miniſtration of the Duke of Bed- 
ſord, his Secretary of State, the firſt-mentioned Captain Hodgſon to 
be the firſt Superintendent on the Moſquito Shore; and eſtabliſhing 
at the ſame time a military ſettlement at Black River, under his 
command, confiſting of a fort mounted with cannon from Jamaica, 
and garriſoned by a hundred men detached from the 4gth regiment 
ſtationed there, and of which the ſaid Mr. Hodgſon was the proper 
Captain. This military eſtabliſhment continued in full force from 


inadvertently and improperly diſſolved in 1764. This is the detach- 
ment of ſoldiers, ſo lightly mentioned in the foregoing publication, 
* to have been landed from the iſland of Jamaica, who had erected 


« fortifications, which had been afterwards, by order of the Govern- 


% ment at home, abandoned and withdrawn ;”—but which, the me- 


morialiſts humbly contend, were originally ordered to be ereted = 


there, by the wiſdom of Government, through the miniſtration of 
his Majeſty's Secretary of State at London; and by his Majeſty's 
Governor of Jamaica, for the ſpecial purpoſe of demonſtrating to 
the world, that the Indians and the Moſquito Shore were the ob- 
jeds of Great Britain's ſovereign protection; and for the better en- 
abling Captain Hodgſon, in the very terms of his appointment, to 
« cultivate ſach an union and friendſhip with the Indiaas in thoſe 
« parts, as might induce them to prefer his Majeſty's alliance and 
* to chat of any other 9 which muſt at 

1 * all 


SP 
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« all events be ef advantage to this nation, but eſpecially in caſe of 3 C . 


conſiſts not only with the knowledge of the memorialiſts, but may 
be proved by the above expreſs words of the royal appointment of 
Captain Hadgfan to his Superiatendency, and the records of Go- 
vernor Trelawney's tranſactions at Jamaica, as well as the indiſpen- 
ſable nature of the military ſervice; which never: atherwife could 
have permitted a detachment of one hundred men from the 49th 
rogiment to be ſo diſmembered, and paſs over as they did with their 
accoutrements, ammunition, baggage, and cannon to the Moſquito 
Shore, nar Captain Hodgſon to have there erected with this military 
garriſon, a fort for their lodgement for the ſpace of fifteen years to- 
gether, had it not been by royal authority and approbation ; nor 
would they have received, uniformly and conſtantly during all that 
time, their military pay, had nnn 3 and 
approved military duty. 

Seventh: The Moſquito Shore edi deen thus gareicenedand 
defended, as being under the immediate ſovercignty and protection 
of the Crown of Great Britain, from 1949, when Captain Hodgſon 
the father was appointed the firſt Superintendent, until the year 
1764, when its defences and garriſons were withdrawn, under the 
erroneous idea, that this was in conformity with the 19th. article: of 
the Treaty of Paris with Spain in 1763; the memorialiſts beg leave 
to contend, that this erroneous conſtruction of that article is con- 
trary to the letter, ſpirit, and whole ain eat frame of it. The 
2 runs thus: 8 | 4 


SEVENTEENTH 1 


His Britannic Majeſty ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed, all the for- 
4 tifications which his ſubjects ſhall have erefted in the Bay of 
* other places of the territory of Spain in that 

| H 2 6 part 


* 


1 any future rupture with the Crown of Spain.” The truth of all this " ; 


„ 


2 CT. part of the world, Four months after the ratification of the treaty. 


I. 


And his Catholic Majeſty ſhall not permit his Britannic Majeſty's 


ſubjects, or their workmen, to be diſturbed or moleſted, under any 
e pretence” whatſoever, in the ſaid places, in their occupation of 
cutting, loading, and carrying away logwood : and for this pur- 
e poſe, they may build without hindrance, and occupy without 
interruption, the houſes and magazines which are neceſſary for 
% them, for their families, and for their effects: and his Catholie 
„ Majeſty aſſures to them, by this article, the full enjoyment of 
e thoſe advantages and powers on the Spaniſh coaſt and territories, 
„as above „N et after the n er we the pre- 
6 ſent treaty.” $2 

Now the chomotialifs: nden wok the e pit and literal 
conſtruction of this article is fimply and plainly, that the King of 
Great Britain, on his part, ſhall cauſe to be demoliſhed all the fortifi- 
cations or ſigns of ſovereignty, which his ſubjects ſhall have erected 
in the Bay of Honduras, or other places of or belonging to the ter- 
ritory of Spain, in that part of the world, where his ſaid ſubjects 
did then cut, load, and carry away logwood. For the protection 
given by the King of Spain, in the ſecond part of this artiele, is ex- 
preſſly, that on the demolition of the ſaid fortifications or ſigns of ſo- 
vereignty, he, the King of Spain, ſhall not permit his Britannic 
Majeſty's ſubjects to be diſturbed or moleſted, under any pretence 
whatſoever, in the ſaid places where the fortifications had been thus 
erected for their ſecurity, in following their occupation of cutting, 
loading, and carrying away the faid logwood. The logwood trade 
is the ſole object in view, throughout the whole of this article. 
This trade, prior to the formation of this article, had been carried 
on by his Majeſty's ſubjects, as occupants of the foil, under his 
Majeſty's ſovereignty and protection. This right of ſoverei gnty his 
or now ge ups * in e 40. this ceflion, the King of 


Spain 
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Spaini andertakes in the terms of the article, to protect his Bri- 8 E W 
tannic Majeſty's ſubjects, by declaring, that they ſhall not be mo- ? 
leſted in the ſaid places in their ſaid ocoupation of cutting, loading, 
and carrying away the ſaid logwood. Wherefore no place where his 
Majeſty's ſubjects reſided, and not producing logwood ; and where 
they had erected a fortification for their ſecurity and defence, in fol- 
| lowing any other occupation foreign and diſtinct from logwood z and 
where they had never cut down, ſhipped, or carried away any logwood; 
was or could be in any ſhape, form, or conſtruction, comprehended in 
or connected with this article. Nor was any place covered, or 
meant to be covered, by this article, within or without the Bay of 
Honduras; where his Majeſty's ſubjects reſided, and had erected a 
fort, not belonging to nor comprehended within the territory or 
juriſdiction of Spain. , Becauſe, in both caſes, they were not the 
ſaid places”. mentioned in the article, correſponding to the forti- 
fications demoliſhed, nor to the logwood to be cut down, ſhipped, 
and carried away; nor could his Catholic Majeſty, in either of them, 
give or afford the protection he engaged for... But the Mofquito- 
Shore, for the reaſons already aſſigned, Was without the territory 
and juriſdiction of Spain in that part of the world; nor did it pro- 
duce logwood;. nor had his Majeſty's ſubjects ever cut down, ſhipped, 

or carried away any logwood from that independent country. There-. 
fore the fortification of his Majeſty's ſubjects at Black River never 
was, nor never could be, eee in this 17th article of the. 
Treaty of Paris. 

But the memorialiſts beg leave t to 80 one Gon * They rung 
bly contend, i in the 8th place, that the error. and miſconception of 

the Britiſh Adminiſtration, . in demoliſhing the fort at Black River 
in 1764, affords in itſelf the cleareſt and moſt irreſiſtible demon- 
tration, that the Moſquito Shore is not within the territory of 


Spain in that part of the world; and that the Moſquito Indians 


- 
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f 7. are a free and independent people. For, admitting that fort to have 


8 , been demoliſhed in compliance with one part of the 17th article 
of the Treaty of Paris; it became inſtantly, by the other part of 
that article, the obligation of his Catholic Majeſty ſo to protect 
his Britannic Majeſty's ſabjefts there, as that they ſhould not be 
diſturbed or moleſted under any pretence whatſoever, But although 
the fort was demoliſhed, and the garriſon withdrawn, by the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica's direction, yet his Catholic Majeſty neither did 
nor could take poſſeſſion of that country; and was fo far from giv- 
ing, or attempting to give, protection to his Majeſty's ſubjeRs there, 
that by his Preſidents, Governors, Generals and Officers in that 
part of the world, he without effect attempted, by every effort of 
ſecret fraud and open violence, to ſubdue the Indians, and extermi- 
nate the memorialiſts ; until his Majeſty, by withdrawing his coun- 
tenance from both, gave him by the Convention Treaty the moſt 
| decided victory. Wherefore the memorialifts beg leave to ſub- 
mit, that, previous to the conclufion of this Convention Treaty, 
the Moſquito Shore made no part of the Spaniſh territory. Until 
then, the Moſquito Indians were free and independent ; and his 
Majeſty, by the beſt of all rights, the free and ſpontaneous choice 
the ſovereignty and protection of that peo- 


of thoſe Indians, enjoyed 
ple and country, 
To prove moſt clearly this laſt ſtatement and conclufion, the me- 
morialiſts beg leave to give an account of their own conduct, along 
with the nature of the trade and ſituation of the ſettlement, from 
the Peace of Paris in 1763, to the final concluſion of the Conven- 
tion Treaty on the 14th of July and iſt of September 1786. 
2 From the commencement of the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 
Mr. Hodg- 1748, the log wood trade acquired very great reputation in the Bay of 
n Honduras, This object induced the ſettlers in general on the 
Ford Geo. Moſquito Shore to proceed to the Bay ; where they remained with 


Kecretary of 
State, on zoth Jan. 1776, 
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their fervants and flaves butting log w wd, until the trade was * over 
done, that the pte given fer it in England would hardly pay the 
freight of it home. "This event took place about the year 1768, and 
then the ſettlers gradually returned to thrir habitations on the Moſ- 
quito Shore. Under theſe circurrrſtances, the fettlers actually re- 
fiding on the Shore at the time the fort was demofithed and the 
parrifon withdrawn from Black River, in 1764, were not nu- 
merous ; nor was their trade of any great importance. But both 
thoſe abſent and thoſe preſent, had the ftrongeſt and moſt feeling ap- 
prehenſions of the diſaſters that woutt neceſſarily attend this very 
* extraordinary and miſtaken manner of imterpreting the ſaid 17th arti- 
cle of the Treaty of Paris; which was by far the greateſt injury ,, 
the ſettlement had ever ſuffered on the Moſquito Shore. For this 
* miftake not only laid his Majeſty*s ſubjects open to the inſults of 
* the Spaniards, but excited deſertion in their negroes, and deterred 
nes and fabſtantial Tettlers from coming amongſt them; as well 
as greatly weakened their inftoence among the Indians. Tt was 
even more eſſentially hurtful to the parent ſtate; for it expreſſed 
in the ſtrongeft manner, onthe part of the Crown, a relinquiſh- 
ment of every right, or pretence of right, to the forming and efta- 
« bliſhing a Britiſh colony there, In any other form than the pre- 


* carious one ſubmitted to in the Bay of Honduras, To remedy 2 


«« cffetaally this great and capital evil, and preferring a diſtinct and 
n xed government on the Shore, to a dependence on the Government 
*r Governor of Jamaica; as the wants and intereſts of any ſetile- 
ment which depends upon another, are liable to beleſs underftood, 
and not ſo well attended to, as when regulated and directed within 
itfelf: they addreffet, in May 1766, a petition to the King for this 
«« purpoſe, which they tranſtniitteti tio London by Mr. George Hewm, 
one of the prineipal feefters-on thre WfofquitoThores who fone time 


after his arrival catruſted it to be ſolicited by Mr, Robert Hodgſon, 
* who 
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— mentioned, in February 1768. The well founded idea and poli- 


tical knowledge of the Royal Adminiſtration in 12748, teſpecting 
the importance of this, country in caſe of a future rupture with 
? Spain, ſcems at this time to haye been totally forgotten at the 
Court of London ; nor was its great and ſuperior; excellency, 8 2 
commercial colony, ſo. ſufficiently underſtood by his. Majeſty's Mi- 
niſters, as to induce them to fix it as an independent Government; 
nay, nor even to acknowledge and rectify the error committed in 
1764, by reſtoring the fortifications and garriſon. which had been 
then withdrawn from Black River. But that equivocal conduct took 
then place, which was ever afterwards the bane of the ſettlement ; 
the attempt of ſupporting it through the covered. interference of the 
Governor of Jamaica, yet in a certain degree diſayowing this at the 
Court of Spain, by withholding from the colony an open protection 
and defence, even when attacked and injured by Spaniſh ſubjects, 
| ſometimes ſeparately, and e ant with the whole Indian 
nation. 

In purſuance of this. ruinous che (ng Gin e Hodgſon 
the ſon appeared as Superintendent. on the . Moſquito Shore, in 
1768 ; who, to the further misfortune, of the ſettlement, aſſumed, 
without the ſmalleſt foundation, all the authority and power of a 
Legiſlator and Governor General, independent of the Governor of 
Jamaica, by attempting to eſtabliſh in himſelf an independent po- 
lice on the Shore. Now, although the ſettlement wiſhed of all 
things for a ſeparate and independent Government, and had applied 
for it in a regular way; yet would they not aid or countenance their 
Superintendent, in obtaining it. illegally. - This and other unex- 
ampled and inſupportable conduct in this Superintendent, haraſſed 
and diſtreſſed the ſettlers beyond all beating; upon which they laid 


(#7 ) 
their- complaints againſt him before | the Earl of Dartmouth in 8 E E. Ti 


November 1773, and thereupon ſolicited his recall and diſmiſſion. 
In the courſe of that diſpute, the ſettlers embraced: the as 


nity of laying before his Lordſhip. the important value and extent of 


the Moſquito: Shore as a Britiſh ſettlement; and the neceſſity of 
diſmiſſing the Superintendent, and giving it ſome new and improved 
police. And agteeably to their ſolicitations,” Lord Dartmouth was 
pleaſed, by his official letter of the ad of Auguſt 1775, to recall 
Mr. Hodgſon ; and at the ſame time to give particular inſtructions 
to Sir Baſil Keith, Governor of Jamaica, to inſtitute a new and im- 
proved police upon the Moſquito Shore. This new police was car- 
ried into execution in the beginning of the year 1776, as explained in 
the firſt part of this Section; but Mr. Hodgſon, diſobeying his or- 
ders, did not return until upwards of a year after his recall. In this 
interval, Lord George Germaine having ſucceeded to the Earl of 
Dartmouth in the American department, and the diſpute between 
the Colony and their Superintendent being ready: for judgment, the 
Lords of Trade were pleaſed to decide againſt him. Whereupon 
his Majeſty, by the medium of his American Miniſter, appointed 
Mr. Lawrie to ſucceed him, on the 15th of May 1776, as men- 
tionedin Lord George's Appointment and Letter of men of that 
date, herein before recited, 4; 
In the preceding publication from the Morning Chronicle; 66 is 
e tranſactions on the ſubje& of abandoning the fortification, and 
« withdrawing the ſoldiers from the Shore, at the Peace of Paris in 
« 1-63, when Governor Littleton governed Jamaica, have been in- 
© ſtanced to ſhew, that this country by that peace had renounced 
% whatever rights before that period the fancied ſhe had a right to 
% maintain, and had given a freſh proof of her having done ſo, in 
« the year 1777, when Lord George Germaine, the Secretary for 
« the American Department, ſent out Mr, Lawrie to the Moſquito 
I Shore, 


3 
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„er « Shore, to ks ther Ripon of ths country wit e 


9 ˖ꝗ— 


«« were carried fully into execution.” 
To this the memorialiſts make anſwer, - 
Firſt: That what Governor Littleton did reſpecting the Shore, 
was done in conſequence of orders from home; and theſe orders be- 
ing already confidered as erroneous, the Governor's conduct in that 
reſpe& can only be viewed as a continuation of that error. And 
what he did by ſeizing on Spaniſh ſhips in the harbour of Kingſton, 
on their having put in there in diſtreſs, becauſe they afterwards ho- 
neſtly / barteced Spaniſh gold for Britiſh goods, has never been con- 
ſidered at Jamaica, or in Great Britain, that ever the memorialiſts 
heard: of, as being either the wiſeſt policy or moſt tranſcendent 
zaſtiee; the King's Governors and Commanders in Chief being nei- 
ther his Catholic Majeſty's Guarda Coftas, nor his Naval Officers. 
Secondly: As to Mr. Lawrie, he was ſent out in May 1776, and 
not in 17977; and as to the end and purpoſe of his miſſion, the 
memorialiſts refer to the words of his appoiotment, and thereupon 
beg leave to obſerve, 
1, That it proceeds from the King, by the medium of the Mi- 
niſter, as already obſerved. 
2d, It enforces in the bens fulleſt manner the proſpe- 
rity of the ſettlement, the improvement of its commerce, and the 
cultivation of a ſtrict union and friendſhip with the Indians. 
3d, He is not only to obſerve the engagements of the late Defini- 
tive Treaty; but to prevent any attempt to diſturb the public peace, 
whether it ſhould ariſe from any irregular conduct of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, or from the enmity ſaid to be entertained by the Moſquito 
Indians to the Spaniards. 
4th, To tranſmit to the Miniſter, Ge the ne of Ja- 


maica, an accurate account of the ſettlement entruſted to his care; 
an 9 the number of its inhabitants, the nature and 


amount 


TY 


amount of its preſent trade, —————— 3 7 


it is capable oF affording. 


LY 


5th, To tranſmit to the Miniſter, from time to 4 every parth« | 


cular of uſeful information which may relate to the internal ſtate 
of the ſettlerzents ; and as it is of great importance that his Majeſty 
ſhould be exactly and punctually informed of every tranſaction 
which may occur with any perſon acting under the authority of any 
foreign Power or State, he is required to be particularly careful to 
tranſmit to ſaid Miniſter, through the ſaid Governor of Jamaica, an 
account of ſuch tranſations$ as alſo the moſt particular and exact ac- 
counts which can be procured, from time to time, of the ſtate of 
the ſettlements of any ye Power in the eue e e 
Moſquito Shore. 35 

From all Which articles of Mr. Lawtis's * and n 
tions, it is moſt humbly ſubmitted, that he was not only not ſent out 


to the Moſquito Shore for the ſpecial purpoſe ** of ſeeing that the 


«« ſtipulations of this country with Spain were eatried fully into exe- 
% cution ;” but, that the third inſtruction given to him, to obſerve the 
engagements of the Definitive Treaty, is only ſuch an inſtruction in 
the common routine of buſineſs, as was given or implied in the in- 
ſtructions of all officers of every denomination, whoſe functions of 
duty were to be diſcharged in the neighbourhood of any Prince or 


State at peace with the King; and was not that great and moſt ef- 


ſential duty expetted from him, as deſctibed in the ſecond,” fourth, | 


and fifth articles, by which the royal care for the improvement, 
proſperity, and preſervation of the ſettlement, in preſetenos to every 
foreign Power whatever in the neighbourhood, is more anxiouſly, 
ſtrongly, and decidedly expreſſed than in any former Nee deen 
and inſtructions whatſoever. | 
In the ſaid publication it has been likewiſe ae iofinuated, 
nn aſſerted, ** that the trade carried on by means of the 
I 2 « Moſquito 


* 
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rn « Moſquito Shore ſettlement, was really nothing more than a ſmug- 
ere 5h « gling trade upon the Spaniards and their ſettlements.” And it has 


been there aſked, ' Would noble Lords ſay, the trade carried on 
from the Moſquito Shore was any thing either more or leſs than 
% ſmuggling trade upon the Spaniards and their ſettlements ? And 
« would any noble Lord fay, that a Britiſh Miniſter, in any given 
4 ſituation, ought to maintain and ſupport ſuch trade in the face of 


wee or in r ee ane Tg — mand 
event”: 7: 


The — ere in —— moſt hwmbly beg latne's to ſubmit, 
that the dominion. and extent of the Moſquito Shore compoſes ei- 
ther a territory belonging to the King of Spain, or a ſeparate, di- 
ſtinct, and independent territory belonging to and poſſeſſed by the 
independent Indians, their ſubjects, and allies. Upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that it belongs to the King of Spain, it muſt alſo be neceſſarily 
preſumed, that his Catholic Majeſty has given to the King's ſubjects 
ſettled there the moſt full and unreſerved privileges of a free trade, 
exempted from all kind of duties, that ever exiſted in any part of the 
world ; for at no period of time have ever his royal edicts appeared 
amongſt them, to regulate the payment of dutics, or the mode or 
the manner of conducting and carrying on commerce of any kind, 
At the ſame time, they have openly, publicly, and every where, 
brought their goods to market, and ſold them to Spaniards or In- 
dians, or whoever appeared to be purchaſers of them. If, there: 
fore, this country had belonged to Spain, it is clear and certain, 
that. by not promulgating bis laws and regulations of trade, nor 
ſending his collectors or officers of revenue to levy his duties, it was 
his royal will from the beginning, that his Majeſty's ſubjects ſhould 
pay none; Wherefore no ſmuggling or contraband trade has ever 
exiſted, as to the King of Spain, within the limits of the Moſquito 
_ Again, "gen the er that this country belongs to 

oh * the 


CO} 


the independent Moſquito Indians; taking it in that point of view, 8 E c'T. 


they humbly ſubmit, that the King of Spain has no kind of juriſ- 


dition, nor no right to preſcribe laws or regulations of any kind, 


within its limits; but that his Majeſty's ſubjects, with the conſent 
of thoſe Indians, might and did at all times ' exerciſe an open, free 
and legal trade and commerce, as before. In this caſe, it is humbly 
contended, that there is as little ground of imputing contraband 
trade or ſmuggling to his Majeſty's ſubjects on the Moſquito Shore, 
as in the former. And in both caſes, ſhould any individual of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects have at any time paſſed over the boundaries of the 


Spain, upon an illegal and ſmuggling commerce, any ſuch given 
inſtance can no more affect the reputation and character of the 


ſettlement, than it does every neighbouring people, nation, ot 


power on earth, whoſe individual ſubjects, paſſing within the juriſ- 
diction of a foreign State with prohibited and ſmuggled goods, be- 
come amenable to the laws and puniſhments of the State which they 
ſo offend, without affecting in the ſmalleſt e * e ere 
or merit of the State they belong to. 

Theſe obſervations are humbly offered, to expoſe hs abſtirdity of 
conceiving the trade on the Moſquito Shore to be nothing more or leſs 
than a ſmuggling trade. As to the real trade carried on there, as 
well as what the country is capable of producing; theſe articles are 
very fully explained in the preceding report of his Majeſty's Council 
of State at Jamaica, on the 27th of November 1773. To that re- 
port the memorialiſts will here add, that the ſettlers on the Shore 
had ſmuggling and contraband trade ſo little in their view, and were 
ſo deſirous of becoming uſeful to the parent ſtate and its Weſt In- 
dia colonies, that in February 1776 ſome of its principal members, 
then in London, on behalf of themſelves and all the ſettlers, ſtated: 
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| Moſquito Shore into the jutiſdiction and territory of the King of 
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rr. in their memorial to the Lords of Treaſury of the 28th of faid Fe- 


bruary as follows, viz. 

« That from the extent, capacity, and rich produce of the country, 
« his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled there, being put under a proper and 
regular civil police, and receiving ſuch encouragement by bounties 
© or otherwiſe as to your Lordſhips may ſeem good, will be ſoon 
„enabled to increaſe their numbers, and give the moſt eſſential ſup- 


4 plies of Indian corn, horſes, mules, building-timber, mill- timber, 


« ard ſuch other lumber ſtores to his Majeſty's iſlands in the Weſt- 
„ Indies, as have been uſually ſupplied by the colonies of North 
« America previous to their preſent rebellion ; as well as ſhip-tim- 
« ber, houſe-timber, indigo, tar, pitch and turpentine for the uſe 


4 of Great Britain, which have long had a bounty when imported 


here from North America.” 

So far were the ſentiments of the ſettlement from a ſmuggling 
trade, that not meeting with the encouragement they were made to 
expect, individuals who had ſufficient ability turned their attention 


to the making of ſugar; and imported at the London market a 


| parcel of ſugars, of their own growth and manufacture, in the year 


1777. But ſo little were the intereſts of this ſettlement attended to 
in this inſtance, as well as in the former, that, theſe ſugars being 
conſidered as foreign produce, the importers, after all the remon- 
ſtrances they could make, were obliged to fend them to a foreign 
market. Yet, when this ſubject was again brought under diſcuſſion, 
and more fully and accurately examined into, before the then Secre- 
tary of State, the Roard of Trade, and the Lords of Treaſury, in 
1779 and 1780, it appeared by the concurrent opinion of four emi- 
nent counſel, one of whom was Solicitor to the Board of Trade, that 
this ſettlement on the Moſquito Shore was to be conſidered as a 
Britiſh ſettlement z and ſugars imported from thence, as ſugars im- 
ported from any other of his _— s Weſt India colonies. And 
meaſures 


6 0 


meaſures were taken accordingly, at the Cuſtom Houſe, for the fo- , pop, 


ture importation of ſuch ſugars, when the firſt .irruption of the 


Spaniards at Black River, in April 1790, deſolated and e 
all their plantations. 


It has alſo been triumphantly aſſerted in that publication, that 
* the Moſquito Shore had been talked of as a tract of 
* tending between 400 and 500 miles, without the ſmalleſt mention 
„of the ſwamps and moraſſes with which it was interſperſed, nor 
© any allowance for the parts of it that were actually e 
be either cultivated or inhabited. 

To this the memorialiſts make anſwer, that without ſtopping a 


moment to inquire, whether any parts of it are actually impodſlible 


to be either cultivated or inhabited, they beg leave to maintain, 


conſiſtently with what they always have maintained, that the remain- 


ing parts of it, which are both perfectly capable of cultivation and 
habitation, would, upon being ſo actually realized, far exceed in rich- 
neſs, value and importance, any or all the other Britiſh Weſt India 
colonies. And they humbly ſubmit, that they themſelves are and 
were in the preſent diſpute the beſt judges of the extent, capacity, . 


and power of this country, to whom Government could at any time 


have applied, and depended upon, for ſolid and true information re- 
ſpecting its merits, With regard to its ſwamps and moraſles, theſe - 
form two articles of its riches: for theſe degraded ſoils are the beſt. 


fitted of all others for rearing the logwood plant; which, according 
to the preceding report of the King's Council of State at Jamaica, 
in November 1773, might in the courſe of 20 or 30 * procure 
a ſufficieat quantity to ſupply all Europe. 


Finally: Reſpecting the equivalent or eh l in ſaid 
publication to be given for the Moſquito Shore, of eleven or twelve 


miles extent; it is molt reſpectfully ſubmitted, that no place or 
territory Whatever is given by the Crown of Spain, to the Crown 
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dominions' of the Moſquito Shore. On the contrary, the only 
grace and favour conferred by his Catholic Majeſty on Britiſh ſub- 
 jeas, is the bare equivocal and temporary permiſſion, within the 
natrrow-and inadequate limits deſcribed-in' the Treaty of Convention, 
of cutting don and carrying away the wood, and other natural 
produce to he found within the Iimited inſapportable diſtri aſſigned 
them. But they are not only by this Convention deprived of the 
property and poſſeſſion of the ſoil itſelf, but are moſt rigidly prohi- 
bited from planting, cultivating, and raifing ſo much as a ſingle 
blade of graſs for their! ſuſtenance or ornament ; whilſt his Catholic 
Majeſty's ſubjecto are maintained and juſtified in continuing to ex- 
ert themſelves in their ancient iniquitous and nefarious practices, 
of ſeducing, receiving, and for ever detaining to their own uſe, the 
negroes and ſlaves of his Majeſty's ſubjects, under the pretence of their 
being converts to the Romiſh religion; which excluſive privilege of 
ſeduction and theft is alone ſufficient to ruin his Majeſty's ſubjects 
in that quarter, were they even relieved from all other hardſhips ; 
becauſe theſe negroes and ſlaves conſtitute their ſole important pro- 
perty. Viewing this new conſtructed ſettlement in this weak, in- 
ſecure, and tranfitory fituation, the memorialiſts, in their foregoing 
memorial of the 4th of April 1787, expreſſed themſelves ready to 
demonſtrate the abſurdity of ſuppoting the Moſquito Shore to have 
been an exchange for ſuch a kind of ſettlement as this ; which, were 
it oppoſed as an equivalent, would be as a drop of water placed in 
counterpoiſe to the ocean. In ſupport of this propoſition, they beg 
leave at this time to obſerve, that the ſole object of this new ſettle- 
ment is the cutting down and carrying away of wood. This is the 
drop of water, oppoſed to that ocean of the richeſt and beſt Weſt 
India productions to have been derived from the ſettlement of the 

Moſquito Shore; valuable beſides; by being infinitely the moſt ſe- 


cure, 


„ 


cure, political, and warlike ktnation of all our other ſtations in that 8 NY T. 
part of the world. Add to this, that the Moſquito Shore was like- 
wiſe amply productive of the very wood, which is the ſole object 5, 
of this new · ſettlement; and then the very drop of water itſelf is 
abſorbed, which was thus to be f in counterpoiſe wich this 
ocean. 

As by theſe ſpecial anſwers, 124 by the facts ny” arguments "4 
fore ſtated, reſpecting the reality and legality of the ſettlement, 
and of his Majeſty's right of ſovereignty over the country and people, 
the. memorialiſts humbly conceive that they have fully. anſwered 
and refuted the preceding publication from the Morning Chronicle, 
of the 27th of March 1787; they will, therefore, in what re- 
mains, go on without interruption to ſubmit their conduct for the 
preſervation of that ſettlement, and for the further illuſtration of 
his Majeſty's ſovereignty over that country, while it remained con- 
need with this kingdom, to the candid obſervation and judgement 
of the illuſtrious Tribunal whoſe attention they have now _ ho- 
nour to ſolicit. 


K POST SCRIPI 
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posTScnIPT to SECTION I. 


T H E whole Caſe has long been ready for the preſs, and . 
extend this volume to about 400 pages: but as this Firſt Section is 
humbly conceived to contain a full yindication, not only of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects who had property in and were eſtabliſhed upon the 
Moſquito Shore, but of the independency of that country on the 
Crown of Spain, and of his Majeſty's right of ſovereignty and pro- 
tection over it, previouſly to the Convention Treaty of 1786; it has 
been thought ſufficient at preſent only to publiſh this Section, and 
add the Contents of the others, for placing the Colony or Settlers in 
that fair point of view, which may juſtly and honourably entitle 
them to ſome compenſation for their really great and irretrievable 
loſſes, by being expelled from that country. In order, therefore, 
to avoid giving any offence on the one hand, or appearing tedious 
and prolix on the other, they have at this time abridged their Caſe, 
by introducing only this Section to full view, and annexing the Con- 


tents of the reſt, and ſubjoining to * the Concluſion drawn 
from the whole, vx. 


CONTENTS 
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CONTENTS of SECTION u. 


THE exertions of the Coloniſts from 1769 to June 1779, in 
defeating the concealed and open attacks of the Spaniards for ſub- 
duing the Indians, and extermina inating g the Britiſh ſettlements; and in 
ſoliciting a legal temporary feen for theniſelyes Ad We TH, 
conſiſtent with the then Eoticeived' delicate'fituition of the Cours of 
London and Madrid 3 in” which,” the” rights" of the Indianb, His 


Majeſty > ſovereignty, and the fupreme iporttics and value of the 
country, are further i illuſtrated and eltabliſhed. E u. . 
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CONTENTS of SECTION III. 


RECOUN TS from the commencement of the war in 1779, and 
during the ſueceſſive Adminiſtrations of Lord North, the Marquis of 
Rockingham, and the Earl of Shelburne, the moſt earneſt ſolici- 
tations of the coloniſts for carrying hoſtilities into Spaniſh America, 
and erecting the Moſquito Shore into a royal Government; allo to 
obtain, on ſettling the preliminaries of peace, and in caſe that country 
ſhould be thereby given up to Spain, full compenſation from that 
Crown to his Majeſty's ſubjects for their property, and loſſes neceſ- 
ſarily ariſing upon ſuch an event. 
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CONTENTS of SECTION IV, 


THE ſtrenuous efforts of the coloniſts deſcribed, under the Admi- 
niſtration of the Duke of Portland, and under the preſent Admini- 
ſtration of the Right Honourable William Pitt: Firſt, To retain 
the Moſquito Shore, as it is retained by the 6th article of the preſent 
Treaty of Peace with Spain in September 178 3. under his Majeſty's 
ſovereignty : And, Secondly, To preſerve it in that condition, as a 
royal Britiſh ſettlement or province, until the very laſt moment of 


the Convention Treaty, when it was OP finally 055 up ta 


CONCLUSION, 
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£0. EDI»: 


UPON the whole of the preceding ſeries of clearly combined 
evidence, his Majeſty's ſaid ſubjects having property in and lately 
eſtabliſhed upon the Moſquito Shore, moſt humbly and reſpectfully 
ſubmit, that they have proved and eſtabliſhed the —_— undeni- 
able facts, vix. 


Firſt: That the Mofquito Shore and its Indians were at all ide, 


Prior to the Convention Treaty of September 1786, independent of 


the juriſdiction, dominion, and power of the Crown of Spain. 
Second: That the Crown of Great Britain, at or ſoon after the 

eonqueſt of Jamaica in 1656, acquired the ſovereignty and protection 

of the Moſquito Shore and its Indians, by the free and voluntary 


choice and ſubmiſſion of its chiefs and people; and uniformly and 


conſtantly retained the ſame, until it was given up to the Crown of 
Spain by the ſaid Convention "Treaty of September 1786. 

Third: That the Moſquito Shore, in reſpe& of its magnitude, 
the richneſs of its ſoil, the healthineſs of its climate, the variety and 
excellency of its productions, its utility and ſtrength in time of war, 
and its commerce in time of peace, formed the means, and offered 


the occaſion, for erecting a provincial colony of ſuperior importance 


to all others poſſeſſed by Great Britain in the Weſt Indies. 

Fourth: That the ſubjects of Great Britain ſettled and eſtabliſhed. 
on the Moſquito Shore, were ſo ſettled and fo eſtabliſhed as to be un- 
der the protection of the Crown of Great Britain, and ſubje to 
the direction and control of his Majeſty's Governor of Jamaica. 

Fifth : That his Majeſty's ſubjects thus eſtabliſhed on the Moſquito 
Shore, moſt invariably and conſtantly maintained their own. and the 
Indian rights of independency ' on ow Crown of __ and the 


duty, 


» i 


% 
duty, allegiance and loyalty of both to the Crown of Great Britain; 
and that at all times and at all events, in peace and in war. 

Sixth: That his Majeſty's ſubjects thus coloniſing and forming 
ſettlements on the Moſquito Shore, did, ſubſequent to the Peace 
of Paris in 1763, and until the declaration of hoſtilities with Spain 
in 1779, by themſelves, and through the medium of their Agent at 
London, exert the moſt indefatigable attention and pains in ob- 
ſtructing and diſappointing the ſecret and open attempts of the 
Spaniards to get poſſeſſion of this country; and to illuſtrate and ex- 
plain, to his Majeſty's Government at London, his Majeſty's rights of 
| ſovereignty over it, as well as the expediency and neceſſity of rectify- 
ing the error committed in 1764, by not only reſtoring its fort and 
garriſon to Black River, but by giving to the Indians clear, full, 
and adequate protection and aſſiſlance, in proportion to the hazard 
and danger the Spaniſh' encroachtnents placed them in. 

Seventh: That from the declaration of hoſtilities in 1779, his 
Majeſty's ſaid ſubjects, through the medium of their ſaid Agent, 
uſed their utmoſt exertions in explaining the propriety, utility, and 
neceſſity of erecting the Moſquito Shore into a royal Government; 
and of carrying the war from thence into the enemy's country, with 
incomparably greater effect, and leſs expence, than could have been 
done in any other direction. | 
Eighth: That from January 1783, during the whole negociation 
of the peace, they upremittingly, continued. their beſt exertions in 
laying before his 'Majeſty's Government eyery new light, informa- 
tion, and argument they were poſſeſſed of, for ſaying this invaluable 
country; and, in the month of September following, had the com- 
| fort and ſatisſaction of ſeeing it retained under the ſovereignty of 
Great Britain, by the 6th article of the Definitive Treaty. 

' Ninth : That, from the Definitive Treaty in September 178 3, they 
ſcized every opportunity, and made uſe of every means in their power, 
throughout 


8 
throughout the negociation of the Convention Treaty, to maintain 
the equity, propriety and juſtice of the 6th article of the Definitive 
Treaty; and to ſupport and evince his Majeſty's clear and perfect 
right of ſovereignty over the Moſquito Shore, in exclufion of the 
groundleſs pretenſions of the Crown of Spain, until that Convention 
Treaty finally ratified and confirmed the loſs of this long conteſted 
country, in September 1786. 

Tenth: That previouſly to the adjuſtment of the preliminary ar- 
ticles of peace, and in dread of the poſſibility of ſome ſiniſter event 
accruing to themſelves, their property and intereſts'in che Moſquito 
Shore, on the final arrangement of that peace, it was humbly ſub- 
mitted to Government, That his Majeſty's ruined ſubjects, the 
« hardy, ſteady, perſevering ſettlers who had hitherto compoſed the 
colony on the Shore, deſerved fome relief.“ And previouſly to 
the commencement of the Convention Treaty, as well as during 
the long period of time taken up in adjuſting it, this ſubje& was of- 
ten again brought into view; upon which” occaſion, the valuable and 
large extent of lands and property of his Majeſty's ſubjects in that 
country were mentioned; as alſo the propriety and neceſſity of the 
Crown of Spain's ſatisfying their demands for the ſame, prior to the 
reſignation of the country; as well as the conſequent great and 
important claims that would in equity 'and Juſtice be "made upon. 
the public here, ſhould this meaſure be neglected, and. not made 
effectual. 

His Majeſty' s faid ſubjects, reſting upon theſe facts and their pre- 
miſes, as giving the trueſt deſcription of their faithful, ſtrong, and 
inflezible/public' attachments; and appealing to their loyal and duti- 
ful conduct afterwards, when the royal mandate arrived for evacuating 
the Moſquito Shore; which royal mandate, although it involved them. 
in the greateſt diſtreſs, and deprived them of the moſt certain opulenee 
and wealth; yet, on the Miniſter's — it to be an arrange- 


3 - « ment: 


6720) 
ment for the public advantage ;” they not only yielded, to-it the 
moſt cheerful and uniyerſal obedience, but moſt ſucceſsfully exerted 
all their influence with the Indians to receive their, new maſters 
without oppobition, at a time when even individual oppoſition alone, 
might have turned the Mofquito Shore into the moſt dreadful ſcene 
of blood, and devaſtation | . Wherefore, and upon the whole ſub- 
ſlantial merits of this their particular Caſe, they moſt bumbly beg 
leave to ſubmit, however miſconceived they may have been, or miſ- 
repreſented. to any of his Majeſty's Miniſters; Whether they do n 
now merit the countenance and protection of his Majeſty, and all 
the individual members of Government, as well as the liberal grace 
and encouragement of the Lords and Commons in Parliament, and 
the good will and apptobation of the nation at large? and, Whether 
they are. not well worthy of the gracious protection of the whole 
Legiſlature, in the courſe of their intended humble application to 
Parliament for obtaining ſuch compenſation and indemnity for their 
loſſes, as the ſame upon a fair inquiry ſhall appear to merit? Becauſe, 
according to the-true and eternal principle, of rectitude and juſtice, 
although any particular and partial intereſt. may, and ought to be 
given up, for preſerving or promoting the great and general welfare of 
the whole; yet that whole is by the ſame principle obliged to relieye 


and compenſate the ſuffering individuals of Ba, Pte, for Whatever 
Joſe and injuries they have thus ſuſtained. | 
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In name and on behalf of his dene 5 Sobjec Win 


ing property in, and lately eſtabliſhed on, the Moſ- 
- quito Shore, * 


nobERT WHITE. 


SU PP LE M E N T 
To the preceding FIRST SEC TION of the 


CLAIMANTS CATE 


SETTLEMENTS any POSSESSIONS. 
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To the preceding firft Seftion of the Claimants' Caſe, reſpecting their Settle 
ments and Paſſeſſiams an the Moſquito Share. 


T has been ſuggeſted, fince the preceding Section was printed, Bopplement 
that although it clearly appears from the foregoing Report of 870 x 
His Majeſty's Council of State at Jamaica, under the 27th of No- —_—- 

vember, 1773, (page 47, &c.) that the independent Indiaus of the 3 
Moſquito Shore had made a free and formal ceſſion of the dominion 

of their country to his Majeſty's predeceſſors, acknowledging the 

King of Great Britain for their ſovereign, long before the Ameri- 

can Treaty concluded at Madrid in 2670; and conſequently that 

„our right was declared by the ſeventh article of that treaty, &c.” 

Vet as no public act appears, by which the crown accepted of this 

ceſſion; nor no treaty of peace, either before or after the treaty con- 

cluded at Madrid in 1670, by which the Moſquito Shore or its In- 

dians, or his Majeſty's ſubjects ſettled there, are comprehended as 

the objects of his Majeſty's protection or ſovereignty : It is there- 

upon conceived, that the whole intercourſes between the Governors 

of Jamaica and the Indians, are to be -confidered as only local, tem- 

porary and private tranſactions, receiving no authority from the 


crown, and therefore not binding upon it; and of courſe the lands 
B 2 aud 
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2 and ſettlements of his Majeſty's ſubjects eſtabliſhed there, are not 


KL 


85 . 


objects of public attention, for any loſs they may have ſuſtained by 


— — their evacuation of that country, in conſequence of the Convention 


Treaty of September 1786, between his Majeſty and * King of 
Spain. 

In anſwer to this objection, the claimants moſt humbly beg leave 
to obſerve, that the maxims and canons of public law, or the law of 
nations, are ſolely eſtabliſhed upon the permanent principles of equity, 
juſtice and truth, Theſe univerſal principles form the ſtandard of 
conduct for the human ſpecies, prior and independent of all muni- 
cipal laws and government. Every independent government, nation, 
or people, ſtands preciſely in this ſtate and condition with regard to 


every other. In tranſactions therefore between two independent 


powers, whatever is conformable to theſe principles is fair, worthy, 
and right; and whatever oppoſes or contradicts them, is baſe, in- 


jurious, and wrong. Agreeably to this ſtandard, they proceed to au- 
ſwer the force and merit of this objection. 


U Upon theſe principles, and in conformity with the clear, certain 


and decided practice of nations, the claimants beg leave to ſtate, that 


two free and independent nations, people or powers, may enter into 
private treaties and agreements with each other, concerning their mu- 


- tual ſafety, ſecurity, and intereſts; and keep thoſe treaties and agree- 


ments private and concealed, as long as they think proper. Like- 


. wiſe, that a weaker independent nation or people may of their own 
accord freely and voluntarily cede and give up the dominion and pro- 

tection of themſelves and country; and yield obedience and ſubjec- 
tion to a ſovereign or ſtate more powerful than themſelves, for the 
fair and honourable purpoſe of ſecuring, protecting, and defending 
themſelves and country, from the oppreſſion or injury of any third 


power whatſoever; as well as for preſerving to themſelves their 


priſtine freedom, liberties, and rights. It was in this manner, and 


upon 


By 


upon - hk foundations, that the Moſquito Kin, his chieftains and Supplemens 
pec ple ceded the ſovereignty and protection of their country to the Sac. I. 
crown of Great Britain, ſoon after the conqueſt, of Jamaica in 16563 —: 


by which the ſubjects of this crown, had the moſt. free, ready, and 
frzendly admiſſion into the country and territories of the Moſquito- 
Shore, and leave to purchaſe lands, and to trade there in the moſt 
un limited and liberal manner. That this "treaty, compact, or 
agreement of ſovereignty and protection on the part of England or 
rat Britain, and of obedience and ſubjection on the part of the 
Ita dians, was approved of, agreed to, and accepted by the crown, 
clearly appears from the following particulars: 
Firſt, The claimants beg leave to refer to a ſolemn report, made 
by the Board of Trade and Plantations in the year 1717, by which 
they humbly conceive it will appear, that in conſequence, of his 
Majeſty's inſtructions ſent to the Governor of Jamaica, Sir. Thomas 
I-ynch, then Governor of that iſland, tranſmitted to King Charles 
t hae Second, in 1671, a full account of the rights-by which his Ma- 
zey's ſubjects were ſettled on the Moſquito Shore, as well as of his 
Najeſty's ſubjects ſettled on the Eaſt Coaſt of Yucatan; and thereupon 
obſerved, that the Engliſh had done every act that conſtituted a 
right of poſſeſſion in the firſt ſettlers ; and that the American Treaty 
iz> 16% had removed all poſſible doubts, by eſtabliſhing the poſſi» 
Seti uli, with full rights of ſovereignty, in all places held prior to 
tHat time. And in 1672, Sir Thomas Mody ford, the ſucceeding 
<Zovernor of Jamaica, addrefied his Majeſty in Council upon the ſame 
Cubject; in which he alſo vindicated the public right of ſovereignty 
ES the country, and ſubmitted to their obſervation, a proclamation 
-wwhich he had iſſued for the regulation and ſecurity of the ſettlement; 
upon which be received their Lordſhips' approbation., 

Second, In illuſtration and confirmation of this ſovereignty, mids 
Known to King Charles the Second, and approved by him in Council, 


the 


* — 
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bopplemont „e pennt Report of bis Majeſty's Covneil of Beats at James 


ten L 
—— before his Majelty through the Secretary of State for America, 


pages 46, 47, 18, and 49, made for the ſole purpoſe of being laid 


and which was tranſmitted by the Lievtenant-Governor to Lord 
Dartmouth accordingly, proves and declares, that the native 


 * Jydians of this country had never been conquered by, nor ever 


« ſubmitred to, the Spaniſh government; that the Spaniards had 


* never had any ſettlements amongſt them; and that they had made 


% free and formal ceſſion of the dominion of their country to his 
« Majeſty's predeceſſors, acknowledging the King of Great Britain 
for their ſovereign, long before the American Treaty concluded at 
% Madrid in 1670; and conſequently that our right was declared by 
* the ſevi nth Article of that Treaty.” They further declare, that 
& this ceflion of the Indians to the Britiſh Crown, had been fre- 
« quently and very fortnally repeated; particularly by the Moſquito 
„King to the Duke of Albemarle, when Governor of Jamaica.“ 

Here. the claitnants moſt humbly beg leave to contend, that theſe 
frequent and formal repetitions of ceſſion, are ſo many clear and incon- 
teſtible public acts and proofs of the crown's acceptance of the ſove- 
reignty and protection of the Moſquito Shore. Becauſe the receiving 
or refuſing royal dominion, juriſdiction, and authority, the making 


of peace or war, or the entering into public treaties and engage- 
ments with foreign ſtates, all which naturally and neceſſarily give 


riſe the one to the other; are powers very far above thoſe which 


properly and only belong to the character and office of a Governor of 


Jamaica; and, had they not had royal authority, would have ſub- 
jected each individual Governor, to the pains and penalties due to 
high crimes and tmiſdemeanors. Wherefore the Governors of Ja- 
maica, who from time to time, in the courſe of one hundred years, 
received this ceſſion of dominion ; acted under the ſpecial authority 


, ur protection of the crown, who thus approved, confirmed, and 


4 | accepted 


* 
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accepted of the ſovereignty and protectãon of the Moſquit Shore and Supplement 
Indians, as thus ultroneouſly conceded. | 44 
To illuſttate and verify this reaſoning in 1 5 moſt n — 
manner, the claimants beg leave to annex heres the Moſquito Shore 
detail of theſe. ceflions, as univerſally irmpreſſed upon the minds of 
the kings, chiefs, and people of that country, from father ta ſon; and ; 
uninterruptedly from the time theſe ceſligns firſt: happened, util OE 1 
the late evacuation of that country. 
In the reign of King Charles the Second of Great Britain, jy "Ka 
may“ (Gerromi, or Jeremiah), the great warrior, was the ' Indian 
King of the Moſquito Shore, In his time, the Governor of Jamaica 
ſent to him, at his requeſt, a ſelect number of officers, in order to 
receive from him the ceflion of the dominion of his country, and of 
himſelf, his chiefs, and people, to the crown of Great Britain. This 
he per formed in the moſt public manner, at Sandy Bay on the Moſ- 
quito Shore, where he then reſided; for, with the accord and con- 
ſent of his chiefs and people, he ordered the Eugliſh colours to be 
hoiſted on a ſtandard erected there for that purpoſe; and having cut 
from the ſoil a turf of earth, he placed it in a mahogany box or caſe, 
and delivered it to the Engliſh officers, as a perpetual token of the 
ſovereignty and protection of his country being ceded to and con- 
ferred upon the crown of Great Britain; whereupon a public ad or 
inſtrument in writing was drawn up, declarative of the whole of this hs 
tranſadtion; which, after being duly executed, he delivered to the 
ſaid Engliſh: officers, to be carried by them along with the ſaid. box 
of turf to the Governor of Jamaica, as an everlaſting memorial and 
witneſs of the ceſſion ſo voluntarily and cordially made by him, 
his chiefs and people, of themſelves and country to the crown of 
Great Britain. This Jeremay the King went afterwards to Jamaica, 


* Note, The Indians are accuſtomed to call themſelves after the name of ſome Eu- 
ropean whom they highly eſteem and regard. 


and 


. 
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Aud from thenee proceeded to London, and waited on his Majeſty 
King Charles the Second; from whom he met with the moſt gra- 


<ious reception, The living records of the Shore retained the faireſt re- 
=nembrance of this illuſtrious welcome, given to their King by the 


Sovereign of Britain; who had him often with him on his private 


Parties of pleaſure, admired his activity, ſtrength,, and manly accom- 
Plichments; and not only defrayed every expence attending himſelf 
and his retinue from and to the Moſquito Shore, but loaded him and 
them with preſents ; which were ever afterwards ſpoken of in the 
2 terms of admiration, and to the honour of England. 
Edward the King of the Indians ſucceeded Jeremy. He on his 
3 repaired to Jamaica ; where having renewed his homage of 
_<©bedience, ſubmiſſion, and ceſſion, and received from the Governor, 
As repreſenting” his Majeſty, a crown and ſword, as eſſential marks 
Sf his kingly office, and likewiſe certain preſents as marks of the 
Approbation of the crown of Great-Britain; He returned highly 
Pleaſed into his own country, as thus effectually protected, ſecured, 


Aud confirmed in his government. 


* 


George the King of the Indians ſucceeded Edward ; and he having 
As an homage repaired to Jamaica, and paſſed through the ſame cere- 
-znNonies,” was thus likewiſe protected, ſecured, and confirmed in his 


government. 


George the Second, King of the Indians, ſuccenacd George the Firſt. 
*He alſo as an homage, repaired to Jamaica; and, by having paſſed 
through the ſame ceremonies, was thus likewiſe protected, ſecured, 
and confirmed in his government; until the former 1787, when his 
- Majeſty's ſubjeQs by his Majeſty' s orders evicunred the Moſquito 


_- Shore, - 


As to that part of the objection, | which peel the Indians and 
"the Moſquito Shore, as not having been comprehended in any Treaty 


Sf Peace; the claimants make anſwer, That the Moſquito Indians, 


before they ſubmitted themſelves to the crown of Great Britain, 
were 


99 


Vers tik wen in Me political and civiliſed fyſtern of nations; and, from Supplement 


the time wherein this connection and ſubmiſſion took place, wete as fi 1. 


much comprehended in all publie treaties of peace, as his Majeſty's "= 


other ſubjects generally ate. Whilſt they ſtobd alone and uncon- 

nected with the Crown of Great Britain, they had but one enemy on 

earth, viz. the Spaniards who ure unless them; and agaifiſt theſe 
they gallantly defended themſel ves, and preſerved their independeticy. 
After the acquiſition of thoſe of his Majeſty's ſubjects who Tettled in 
their countty, unter the 'ceffions already mentioned they ſupported 
and animated them along with themſel ves, in repelling the future 
attacks and infults of — enetny, whether ſecret or open. True it is, 

it remained with his Majeſty and his Government to determine when 
in his royal wiſdom he ſhovld pleaſe te carry this ſubmiſſion of the 
Indians farther, by acquiring ioyal domain, and eſtabliſhing a 
royal government in the country. In the proſecution of this object, 
the movements of the State were languid and flow; and perhaps i 
would not be difficult to explain, how this languor and inertneſs loſt 
to the nation, at laſt, this greateſt aequiſition it ever was poſſeſſed-of 
in the Weſt Indies. But our buſineſs at preſent is to prove, that the 
Crown accepted of this ceſſioii; and this will appear in two inſtances, 
which form the ny apes anne: ever taken in OT ane 
ſettlement; for, Hy 0 


Third, Previous to the war of went the avec both: of 


Government and of Parliament was ſo determinately occupied in 
maintaining the freedom of navigation to our iſlands and ſettlements 
in the Weſt Indies, to ſeeure from all ſearch by Spaniſh cruizers of any 
kind ; that the Court'of Spain ſtill eontinuing to perſiſt in this inſult 
on our merchant ſhips bound to the Moſquito Shore and the coaſt of 
Yucatan ;'this their obſtinacy proved at length the great and capital 
reaſon for commencing chat war, on the part of Great Britain, Here 
there is a clear proof, that the national tight to the Moſquito Shore 
(1 C W 
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Bupplamene was not only fixed and aſcertained by the Court of Great Britain; but 
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Rattan, ſupported by a garriſon of his Majeſty's foxces ; from whence 


men from the King's 49th regiment was ſtationed at Black River 
2 


alſo that this right, was ſo highly eſteemed and approved of by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, that they moſt heartily concurred with 


the Crown in commencing that very popular war for preſerving 
this ineſtimable country; which was not only vigorouſly ſupported 


for eight years, but ultimately ended in the preſervation of both theſe . 
countries to the Crown, for the uſe and nn of the ſubjects 


of Great Britain This is the ſirſt inſtance. 


In the courſe of this war a ſettlement. was Flat the iſland of 


a detachment was ſent over to Black River on the Moſquito Shore, 
to animate the Indians and aſſure them of his Majeſty's protection; 


and ſhips of war were occaſionally ſtationed at Rattan, and appeared 
on the Indian coaſt, for the ſame purpoſe. Theſe meaſures had not 


only a proper eſſect upon the minds of the Moſquito-mev, and gave 


them the higheſt confidence; in the Great King, who ſo effeQually 
appeared in their defence, in conformity with the ceſſions they 


had made to him of their country; but prove at the ſame time 


his - Majeſty's approbation of theſe ceſſions, upon which alone 
depended the -propriety of his Majeſty's conduct in ſending forces 


into that country z to which otherwiſe he had had no right. Theſe 


temporary viſits diſappeared, on the concluſion of the war in 
1748. But the knowledge, acquired at-the Court of London, in the 
courſe of that war, of the value and importance of the Moſquito Shore, 
induced Government, in the year 1749, to take a clear and deciſive 
ſtep for determining his Majeſty's right of ſovereignty over that 
country; which gives us the ſecond inſtance of vigorous meaſures 
above alluded to. For in the month of October in that year, an 
officer was appointed, for the firſt time, to reſide on the Moſquito 
Sbore in the character of Superintendent; and a detachment of 100 
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to ſupport this new, officer ;'-and a fort was erected, and mounted Supplement 
with cannon, &c. In page 3d of the preceding Section, is inſerted gn . 
the firſt part of the Duke of Bedford*s official letter as Secretary ß 


State, to Colonel Edward Trelawney, then Governor of Jamaica, 
appointing Capt. Robert Hodgſon to this can and the N part 
of that letter runs thus, viz. 


4 The allowance the King propoſes granting to Mr. Hodgſon, for 


< this particular ſervice, is five hundred pounds per annum; excluſive: 
4 of what hath been already granted for preſents to the Indians, and con- 


& tingencies for the public ſervice ; and it. is bis Majeſty's pleaſure, that 


< the ſaid allowance ſhould commence from the date hereof.” (viz. 


5th October 1749), &c.. 


" Min this Stitn e ee inch th % "py that bis Majeſty 
had previouſly to this time granted aun ual ſums, through the Gover- 


nor of Jamaica, for making preſents to the Ingons, and for defraying con- 


tingencies there for. the public ſervice. It proves in the ſecond place, as 


far as a-matter meant to be concealed for the preſent from foreign 


powers is capable of proof, that his Majeſty had accepted of the 
eeſſions made to him, through his Governors of Jamaica, of the 


dominion and protection of that country: becauſe, as before ſtated, 


had theſe Governors in receiving theſe ceſſions ated without his 


Majeſty's authority, they would have acted illegally and criminally, 
and muſt have been puniſhed for it. But as they were neither 
puniſhed nor cenſured through a long ſeries. of years, but on 
the contrary impowered to draw: upon his Majeſty's Treaſury for 


annual ſums, to be . expended in preſents to / thoſe Indians ; 


their conduct was thereby not only fully approved of, but theſe 
preſents were ſo many annual proofs on the part of the ; Crown, 
to the Indians, of his Majeſty's acceptance of the ſovereignty, and 
of his protection of themſelves and their country; as well as in 
reality ſo many peculiar inſtances of his munificence, and approbation 
3 C 2 jp 
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1 
1 of their attachment and allegiance to him. And indeed this is truly 
nes: 1, the ſact; for theſe preſents and contingencies, '£©S the knowledge of 
— the claimants, continued to be applied in this wanner, as aſſurances 
and proofs of his Majeſty's protection and — — until the un 
. - kf Ca UII of the Shore took place in 278 ©. 2 Au 

But what, tis humbly conceived, will put his matter of the 
Crown's acceptance of the ſovereignty and proteEXtion of the Moſquito 
Shore, paſt all manner of doubt; is the erecting at this time a fortifi- 
cation at Black River, and keeping it garrifoned wwath a hundred of his 
Majeſty's military forces, under the command of the newly appointed 
Superintendent. For this ſolid proof of ſoverezgrnty-and: protection, 
it is humbly ſubmitted, when viewed along With the previous free 
and abſolute conceſſions of the dominion of the <ountry, as made by 
the Indians to the Crown of Great Britain, thr e ugh the medium of 
the Governors of Jamaica; will out-weigh nnd over-balance ten 
thouſand deeds of parchment, with all their faggrzatures and ſeals, as 
deſcriptive only of the ſame ſupremacy and right. This meaſure 
gave infinite ſatis faction to the Indians, and to tHe ſettlements of his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, for about fifteen' years; . d had it been con- 
tinued and attended to, his Majeſty's right to that country would 
have remained unqueſtioned and unqueſtionable . But in an evil hour, 
and in oppoſition to every political and rational idea, was this fort 
demoliſhed, and the garriſon withdrawn, in 1764 and the feeble, 
equi vocal, and languid ſupport given afterwards, was at length over- 
come by the indefatigable, though ill-founded Pr etenſions of Spain. 
Fourth, The claimants beg leave to ſtate, Hat the rights of his 

, Majeſty, the rights of, the Indians, and the riggtts of the ſubjects of 

 _ _ Great Britain, as ſettled upon and; poſſeſſing Lazds on the Moſquito 

Shore, were fully, completely, and perfectly Preſerved to them by 

the 6th article of the Treaty of Peace with Spain, ſigned at Paris in 
* 1783; by which the evacuation of Bis Majeſty's ſubjects 


therein 
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therein mentioned, is ſpecially, and krickly confined. to be 4, from Supplement: 


all. places upon the Spaniſh continent, or any iſlands. whataves. 
dependent upon the Spaniſh continent. But the Moſquito Shore 


being an independent country on the American continent, and never 
ſubje& to Spain; it thence, remained as naturally impoſſible to be 
comprehended under the Spauiſh continent, as it would have been 
to involve within this deſcription the countries of Nova Scotia and 
Canada to the kde or the countries of Surinam and the 


continent of America, but no parts or portions whatever of the 
Spaniſh continent. This diſtinction was clearly and perſectiy under- 
ſtood by all parties, at the time of making this treaty ; and the 
favourable. reception given by his Majeſty's, Government to. the 
various and many applications of the claumants, reſpecting the 
utility and national importance of the Moſquito Shore, from the 
commencement of this Peace in September 1783, to the final con- 
cluſion of the Convention Treaty. i in September 1786; as well as the 
inſtruQions given during the ſame period, by his Majeſty, through 
his Miniſters, to the Goyernor of Jamaica ; - and the clear and ſtrong 
declarations of that 8 and under his directions of. his. Ma- 
jeſty's Superintendent of the Shore, to the Indians and to the 
claimants, that his Majeſty would ſupport and protect them in the 
occupation of this country, and 1 in the full e of all their 
rights, ſettlements, and property therein, moſt ully and degifwely 
prove that the ſaid diſtinction Was moſt clearly and perfectly, poder 
ſtood. 
Upon this fair ſtatement of facts, the claimants n contend, 
that being thus ſecured by the Treaty of Peace in 178 3, of their pro- 
perty and poſſeſſions on the Moſquito Shore; 4 whatever great o or good,. 
and public conſiderations may have induced his Majeſty. to give up his 
own ſovereignty and 3 of that country, and all the rights 
and 


hoc; TT 


rue and poſſeſfons of his ſubjects ſettled in it, to the King of Spain, by 
gabs 1, the Convention Treaty of September 1786 yet ſtill they have the 


* 


6140 3 


—— faireſt and fulleſt right to the attention of Parliament, in compenſating 


them, on account of their loſſes thereby ſuſtained ; eſpecially as hav- 
ing been ſuſtained for the ſole purpoſe of perfecting and accompliſhing 
the public arrangements achieved by that laſt-mentioned Treaty. And 
this they have right to, whether their loyalty, military ſpirit, and ſuf- 
feringsduring the war, or the far greater and irretrievable loſſes impoſed 
upon them by that Convention, are brought into view ; for, in either 
ſarvey, their caſe will appear far from being inferior, either to that 
of the Loyaliſts in North America, or that of thoſe who at the one: 
of 1783 were obliged to abandon Eaft Florida, 
Upon the whole of this argument, the claimants inp x kumbly 
conceive and ſubmit, that they have fully and ſatisfactorily made 
out his Majeſty's acceptatice of the ceffions made by the Moſquito 
Indians, of the dominion of their country, to the Crown of Great 
Britain, through the medium of its repreſentative, the Governor 
of Jamaica, In the full faith and perſuaſion of this acceptance, that 


honeſt and open-hearted people did at all im obferve, in peace and 
in war, the moſt dutiful attachment and obedience to his Majeſty's 


commands, communicated to them by the Governor of Jamaica, and 
his Majeſty's Superintendent on the Shore; and did cheerfully accept 
of the royal annual preſents given to them, as ſo many confirmations 
of his Majeſty's protection and bounty, for ſtimulating and encouraging 
their attachment and affe&ion towards him and his people. In the 
fulleſt perſuaſion and belief of this rqyal acceptance and protection, 
the claimants not only ſettled themſelves on the Moſquito Shore, 
but placed their ultimate hopes of proſperity in life, on the con- 
tinuance of this ſovereign protection. And by this confidence were 
r incident gave 


riſe 


* 
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riſe to their application to Government, in the year 1771, to know Supplement 
from his Majeſty in Council, what protection and ſupport the ſubject ge L 
might expect, upon his purchaſing lands from the Indians in that ng 


country. Upon which occaſion they had the readieſt and cleareſt 
aſſurance given to them, by the proper Miniſter of the Crown, that 
although it would be improper to lay this matter before his Majeſty 
in Council, leſt the Spaniſh Ambaſſador ſhould hear of it, which 
would only ſerve to increaſe the jealouſy and ill-· humour of the Court 
of Madrid; yet the ſubje might depend-upon being effeQually ſup- 
ported by Government ; and the more valuable he made his acquiſi- 
tions and improvements, the more worthy would he appear of 
whatever protection and ſupport he. ſhould. at any time have oc- 
caſion to requeſt from the Crown. 

Combining and arranging all. theſe preceding facts ao arguments 
in their natural order, it is humbly conceived, that the only true and 
neceſſary conchafion to be drawn from them is, namely, That the 
Indian ceſſions of the dominion of their country, were duly and pro- 
perly received and. approved of by the Crown; although prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of foreign courts, as the Shore could at 
all times be defended, upon the perfecteſt principles of its own inde-- 
pendency ; whilſt the Indians and ſubjects of Great Britain had rea- 
ſon. and encouragement given to them, from Government, to, truſt to 
and depend upon royal protection in their perſons and poſſeſſions, 
until the proper and convenient time ſhould arrive, that his. Majeſty 
ſhould think fit to publiſh his intentions to the world, by erecting 
the country into a royal province and government. All this 1 is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the principles before laid down, upon which 
the public law, or law of nations, is founded. It is likewiſe. perfectly - 
conſiſtent with the ſame principles, and with the national prin- 


ciples of protection and allegiance, when ſuch great and unavoid- 
| able 


, 
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ben able inis fortunes intervene, as involve the ſafety and proſperity of 


the public at large ; that the whole of any particular dominion, and 
all the particular intereſts, poſſeſſions, and hopes of individuals 
comprehetided in it, may be abandoned and given up by the State 
to a third party; ptovided that thoſe individuals fo ſuffering, are ad- 
mitted to their fair claim of right, for compenſation on account of 
their loſſes thus ſuſtained for the fake of the public. And this, it is 
humbly conceived, is at this time the preciſe caſe of the claimants. 
To admit, as contained in the objection, That although the con- 
ceſſions of the dominion of the Moſquito Shore were fairly and well 
made by the Indians to the Crown of Great Britain, and received and 
accepted of as fuch by the Governors of Jatnaica, as the Crown's 
repreſentative ; and although the ſubje&s of Great Britain were en- 
couraged by theſe Governors, as well as by the national government, 
to ſettle and riſk their lives and poſſeſſions i in that country, with pro- 
miſes of protection and ſecurity ; yet, as the Crown in no particular 
reign, had by any open and public a& avowed its acceptance of that 
dominion ; the farce of duplicity, deception, treachery, and cireum- 
vention, might be carried on for ages by the State, through the maſk 
of theſe Jamaica Governors, to entrap the good faith of individual 
ſubjects ; and the whole be afterwards abandoned and given away, for 
the public good, to a third party, without leaving any claim of right 
for redreſs to thoſe individual ſubjects, who had been thus duped and 
ruined in obtaining national repoſe and felicity. 
To admit a concluſion like this, would be, as the claimants hum- 
bly conceive, to admit a ſyſtem even more replete with wickedneſs, 
inconſiſtency, and fraud, than that of Machiavel's moſt juſtly repro- 
bated princely politics, It would not only overſet all the principles 
of natural, moral, and public law, but deſtroy all good faith, loyalty, 
and affection between fſovereigns and their ſubjects. As of ſuch 
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miſchievous tendency, therefore, they preſume to degrade a meaſure "IRE 2 
of this kind from the poſſibility of all parhax tention z and, 8er. I. 
with the utmoſt humility and confidence, reſt their very fair and mo. 


derate claims, on the juſtice and equity of the Legiſlature. 
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Page 14, line 3, for power read perſon. 

Page 20, line 13, for office read offices. 

, Fage 27, line 25, for but produced read but bad produced. 

' Page 31, laſt line, 4 che 27th inflant.” Mata, The moan yh pals 
bene eee re eee e Sydney anti 

4th of April. l e 

Page re 

Page 32, line 31, for ts read for, X 

Page 55, line 17, for Indian read Indians. 

Page 39, line 5, for ſettlements read ſettlement. 

Ditto, — line 8, for power read prince. 

Page 63, line 21, for have applied read have applied to. 


In the Supplement to the Caſe of his Majeſty's Subjects, &c. on the 
Moſquito Shore. 
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Page 8, line 11, for Jeremy read Feremay. 
Page 8, line 20, for homage read homager, 
Page 8, line 24, for homage 


